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Speed limits cut
Lower speed limits aimed at 
improving safety are being 
brought in on routes in and 
around Keynsham.
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Save our K1 bus
Uncertainty remains over the 
long-term future of Keynsham’s 
K1 bus amid a funding review.
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Alley campaign
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signed a petition calling for 
lighting to be installed on a  
well-used alleyway.
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they would like to see in the 
refurbishment of the Park Road 
play area in Keynsham.
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Salute to veteran
Tributes have been paid to war 
veteran Stan Ford, who survived 
the D-Day landings and has died 
at the age of 100.

PAGE 38

INSIDE
FREE EVERY MONTH IN KEYNSHAM & SALTFORD

Manufacturer of Windows, Doors, Staircases & Bespoke Items.

Email: sales@applejoinery.co.uk  Tel: 0117 9860062
Units 1 & 2 Lays Farm Trading Estate, Keynsham, Bristol, BS31 2SE  

Quality Joinery Manufacturer
Email: sales@applejoinery.co.uk  Tel: 0117 9860062  Units 1 & 2 Lays Farm Trading Estate, Keynsham, Bristol, BS31 2SE  View our work at : www.applejoinery.co.uk

Units 1 & 2 Lays Farm Trading Estate, Keynsham, Bristol, BS31 2SE  Tel: 0117 9860062 
Email: sales@applejoinery.co.uk

Quality Joinery 
manufacturer.

View our work at: www.applejoinery.co.uk

n Turn to Page 3

CREST Nicholson has unveiled a bid 
to build 550 homes at Hicks Gate, 
near Keynsham.

It is seeking to develop just over 
60 acres (25 hectares) north-west 
of the Hicks Gate roundabout, 
alongside the A4 Bath Road.

The company intends to submit a 
joint outline planning application to 
Bath & North East Somerset Council 
and Bristol City Council. The site 
lies within the jurisdiction of both 
councils but is mainly in B&NES.

Crest Nicholson has made a 
scoping application to B&NES 
Council as a first step before 
submitting its planning application.

Scoping is the process of asking a 
local planning authority to identify 
key issues that must be looked at 
as part of an environment impact 
assessment (EIA).

The green-belt site stretches up 
from the A4 to the River Avon in the 
north. It includes a football pitch 
currently used by Brislington FC.

Crest Nicholson says the 
proposed development would 
include public open space, equipped 
play areas, and pedestrian and cycle 

Bid to build 550 homes 
at Hicks Gate unveiled

Leo Nicholls and his mum Aimee, from Keynsham, met 
TV presenter Emma Willis as part of a campaign to raise 
awareness of heart disease - full story on Page 5

Cheers to 
charity 
success:
Page 10
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Free birthday bus pass Free birthday bus pass 
scheme is quietly axedscheme is quietly axed
A SCHEME giving 
people in the West 
of England free bus 
travel during their 
birthday month has 
been quietly axed.

The birthday 
bus scheme 
allowed people in 
Bath and North 
East Somerset, 
Bristol, South 
Gloucestershire and 
North Somerset to sign up for 
a pass for free bus travel, valid 
throughout the month of their 
birthday. 

The scheme, funded by the 
West of England Combined 
Authority (WECA) and North 
Somerset Council, was launched 
in August 2023 and was 
relaunched for another year in 
December 2025.

But WECA has now quietly 
confirmed that it will not be 
repeated again. The end of the 
scheme was mentioned in a 
single sentence at the end of 
a WECA press release, which 
said: “The birthday-related bus 
scheme in the West of England 
came to an end late last year, 
with no plans to continue it after 
a fall in the number of new users 
and wider increased pressures on 
funding.”

Around 72,000 people 
applied for a birthday bus pass 
in the first year of the scheme, 
making a collective 1.17 million 
journeys. Some people used the 
pass more than 200 times in the 
month of their birthday. But the 
scheme was criticised by some 
as a “gimmick” and a task group 
looking into the project said it 

was benefiting richer 
people more than 
poorer people.

Former West of 
England mayor Dan 
Norris had said the 
scheme was his main 
achievement in the 
role. 

He told the 
Local Democracy 
Reporting Service in 
2024: “It’s important 

to get people out of their cars and 
it’s also helped those who are 
totally reliant on public transport 
in a cost-of-living crisis.”

Rather than birthday buses, 
Helen Godwin, who succeeded 
Mr Norris as West of England 
mayor, has run a ‘kids go free’ 
scheme, giving children aged 
5-15 free bus travel on the 
region’s buses over the holidays. 

Children’s journeys increased 
by 30% over the summer holiday 
when it was first run and by 50% 
when it was repeated over the 
Christmas holiday.

WECA has received a 
£42.4m bus grant from the 
government for the next three 
years, including £9.9m for fares 
initiatives such as the child fare 
cap and the ‘kids go free’ scheme. 

But people living in rural 
villages have urged WECA to 
prioritise keeping threatened 
supported bus routes going over 
schemes like ‘kids go free’. 

Fiona Gourley, Bath and 
North East Somerset Council’s 
rural transport project lead, said: 
“It is only good if you actually 
have a bus.”

John Wimperis, Local 
Democracy Reporting Service
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connections. The site would be served by a 
signal-controlled single-entry point along 
the A4, about halfway between Ironmould 
Lane and the Hicks Gate roundabout.

Crest Nicholson proposes that the EIA 
should include the likely impact on roads, 
including the A4, A4175 Durley Hill and the 
A4174 ring road between the Hicks Gate 
roundabout and the Kingfield roundabout at 
Longwell Green.

The Hicks Gate site is within an area 
earmarked by B&NES Council as a potential 
site for new homes in its draft local plan.

The government has told the council 
it needs to build 27,000 homes by 2043, 
and the local plan will set out where new 
developments should go to meet that target.

B&NES Council has been criticised for 
proposing to put most of the new homes 
in areas such as Keynsham and Saltford 
outside Bath, to avoid risking the historic 
city’s UNESCO World Heritage Site status.

There has been much opposition among 
Keynsham residents and councillors to some 
of the potential housing sites identified 
within the town, such as west of Charlton 
Road.

Hicks Gate is seen by some as a 
potentially acceptable option that would 
strengthen residents’ argument for rejecting 
the development that the town does not 
want.

One local B&NES councillor, however, 
has criticised Crest Nicholson for making 
its scoping application for Hicks Gate while 
the draft local plan is still at the consultation 
stage.

George Leach (Liberal Democrat, 
Keynsham North) said: “It’s disappointing to 
see more speculative steps towards planning 
applications from developers before the 
local plan has been agreed. 

“It is important we agree a long-term 
housing plan, not continually looking at 
proposal sites on an ad-hoc basis without 
integration to a wider strategy.”

Meanwhile, Bellway Homes is seeking 
permission to build more than 500 homes at 
Hicks Gate south of the A4.

It submitted a planning application to 
Bristol City Council in 2024 to develop 
green fields between Brislington park-and-
ride and the former Wyevale Garden Centre, 
next to the boundary with Bath & North East 
Somerset.

B&NES Council, which had previously 
raised concerns about the impact on traffic, 
told the city council in January this year 
that a strategic masterplan covering the 
wider Hicks Gate development area should 
be prepared as part of the Bellway Homes 
application. 

It said: “This could identify opportunities 
for higher density development and should 
include a comprehensive route and access 
strategy, including the safeguarding of rapid 
transit routes along the A4, segregated 
cycle routes throughout, and a clearer 
understanding of the relationship to the 
proposed Hicks Gate transport interchange.”

Bristol City Council has yet to make a 
decision on the Bellway Homes plans.

Regarding its local plan, B&NES Council 
will run its next round of consultations when 
it has picked the sites and written up its 
draft version of the plan in spring/summer 
this year. 

The plan will then need to go to the 
government for examination before it can 
be approved by the council, with the council 
expected to finally be able to approve the 
plan and bring it into effect in the summer 
of 2027.

550 homes bid at Hicks Gate unveiled

n From Page 1

The area outlined in red is the subject of Crest Nicholson’s scoping application     Image: Groundsure Location Intelligence
Right, green fields to the north-west of the Hicks Gate roundabout that Crest Nicholson wants to develop     Image: Google Earth
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Jonathan Southgate

Your tax year 
end checklist
As the end of the tax year 
approaches, you might be 
wondering whether there’s 
anything you should be doing 
before the 5 April deadline. The 
good news is that you don’t need 
to overhaul your finances to make 
a difference. A few simple checks 
now could help reduce the amount 
of tax you pay and put you in a 
stronger position for the year 
ahead. Even small actions can add 
up over time.

Local Financial Planner Jonathan 
Southgate, of Southgate Wealth 
Management Ltd, highlights some 
key areas worth reviewing.

Use your ISA 
allowance
ISAs (Individual Savings Accounts) are one of the easiest ways to save or 
invest without worrying about any further liability to tax. Each tax year, 
you can put up to £20,000 into an ISA. Any interest, growth, or income 
you earn stays free from Income Tax and Capital Gains Tax, both now 
and in the future.

If you have a spouse or civil partner, they have their own £20,000 
allowance. That means between you, you could potentially protect up 
to £40,000  from any further tax.

You can also save for children or grandchildren using a Junior ISA. Up 
to £9,000 can be contributed per child each year. A parent or guardian 
must open the account, but friends and family can also add to it. Over 
time, this can grow into a useful pot for later life.

Check your pension contributions
Pensions are a tax-efficient way to save for your future. Check what 
you’ve paid in this tax year and whether you could afford to top it 
up. You may also be able to use unused pension allowances from the 
previous three years. 

If you’re approaching retirement, planning when and how you take 
money from your pension may help reduce the tax you pay overall. And 
remember, you are never too young to start paying into a pension!

Check your Capital Gain Tax allowance
When you sell something that has increased in value – such as shares, 
a second property, or valuable personal possessions – you may pay 
Capital Gains Tax (CGT) on the profit. Everyone has a CGT allowance 
of £3,000. Reviewing this before the tax year ends may help you use it 
more effectively.

Don’t forget gifting and business finances
You can gift £3,000 each year without it counting towards Inheritance 
Tax, or £6,000 if you didn’t use last year’s allowance.

If you run your own business, it’s also a good time to check whether 
your mix of salary and dividends still makes sense.

A simple tax year end check doesn’t need to feel overwhelming. Get 
in touch today to see how Southgate Wealth Management can help. 
Email Jonathan.southgate@sjpp.co.uk or call 07863 164159.

The value of an investment with St. James's Place will be directly 
linked to the performance of the funds selected and may fall as well as 
rise. You may get back less than the amount invested. 

The levels and bases of taxation, and reliefs from taxation, can 
change at any time and are generally dependent on individual 
circumstances. 
SJP approved 10/02/26
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CHILDREN’S social care 
managers at Bath and North 
East Somerset Council have 
voted to go on strike.

Team managers and deputy 
team managers in the children’s 
services department were 
balloted on taking industrial 
action after pay regrading at the 
council put them on the same 
pay grade as some of the staff 
they manage. 

All of the returned ballots 
supported striking, on a turnout 
of 94%.

The council said: “During 
the course of any industrial 
action, children’s services will 
work to ensure continuity 
of service provision for the 
children, young people and 
families we work with and to 
meet any new safeguarding 
requests made for support.”

No date has yet been set for 
when the strike will take place. 

UNISON branch chair Amy 
Rushton said: “There’s still 

time to get back round the table 
and avoid strike action. But the 
result of the ballot couldn’t be 
clearer.”

More than 40 people, 
including UNISON staff from 
across the council, attended 
a “practice picket” outside 
Keynsham Civic Centre on 
January 14 to show support as 
the ballots were sent out.

Councillor Dave Biddleston 
(Keynsham South, Labour), 
who attended the practice 
picket, said: “Social work is a 
highly skilled profession, and 
we should be paying people 
fairly for their expertise, 
experience and responsibility. 
When pay structures fail to 
reflect real-world roles and 
accountability, it damages 
morale, retention and 
ultimately the safety and quality 
of services. Councils cannot 
afford to get this wrong.”

John Wimperis, Local 
Democracy Reporting Service

Children's social care 
managers vote to strike



A KEYNSHAM boy is being honoured as 
part of a British Heart Foundation campaign 
fronted by TV presenter Emma Willis.

The charity is unveiling 65 red “living 
memorial” benches across the UK - one for 
each year the charity has been established - in 
tribute to those living with cardiovascular 
disease.

One of the benches will be named after 
Leo Nicholls, aged eight, of Keynsham, who 
had open-heart surgery as a newborn baby.

His mum Aimee Nicholls was born with 
a hole in her heart and underwent a keyhole 
procedure at the age of four. 

The former air hostess was able to live 
a relatively normal life, but after falling 
pregnant with Leo, a 20-week scan picked up 
that Leo would also be born with a hole in his 
heart. 

However, once Leo was born in November 
2017, Aimee and husband Alex were told 
their son had several heart defects and would 
need open-heart surgery at just a week old. 

“When we were told about Leo’s 
conditions, our world collapsed,” said Aimee, 
now aged 32.  

“We’d gone from being told he had a 
minor heart defect that wouldn’t require 
surgery and would rectify itself, to being told 
that without open-heart surgery he wouldn’t 
survive. We just broke down and couldn’t 
process it at all.”

Following successful surgery, Leo was 
discharged from hospital just two days before 
Christmas. He had a long road to recovery, 
and whilst he continues to be monitored by 
doctors, Leo – a fan of football, rugby and 
golf - may require further surgery.  

At the launch of the British Heart 
Foundation campaign, Leo and Aimee met 
TV presenter Emma Willis, who shared 
her experience of discovering she had a 

congenital heart condition, following a 
routine health check in January 2025. 

Doctor found she had an enlarged heart 
and a hole between the upper chambers of 
her heart (an atrial septal defect), which 
was closed during a keyhole operation at the 
Royal Brompton Hospital in London. 

Emma said: “The last thing I expected 
my cardiologist to say was that it was a 
congenital heart condition. I was floored as 
I had gone 48 years oblivious, not knowing 
anything was wrong. 

“It was a bolt out of the blue, and I had 
a million questions going through my head. 
The mental shift was the biggest challenge, 
because when you hear those words, it 
terrifies you. 

“My perspective on life shifted. From 

diagnosis to surgery was the most present I 
have been in my life.”

She added: “I’m hoping that sharing 
my story will help others going through 
something like this.” 

The British Heart Foundation says that 
her story, alongside Leo’s, highlights the 
importance of early diagnosis, research, and 
ongoing support.

It has not yet been decided where Leo’s 
bench will be placed, although it will be 
somewhere in the local area.

Aimee said she is thrilled that Leo, who 
goes to Chandag School, is one of the children 
being recognised in this way and that it is 
“an incredibly emotional and meaningful 
moment for our family.”

She added: “Leo’s surgeon is funded by 
the British Heart Foundation and his work 
directly impacts Leo, which is why we’re so 
heavily involved, and passionate about the 
campaign.”

When Leo started school at Chandag 
infants at the age of five, he settled in with 
help from a book written by his mum.

Aimee wrote Leo’s Heart initially for 
Leo but thought it would be a great way 
to help his new classmates understand his 
circumstances, such as the scar that showed 
whenever he changed for PE.

The book is available from the Heart 
Heroes website. To buy a copy, visit 
heartheroes.co.uk and click on ‘shop’.
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COUNCILLORS have agreed to further 
consultation with local residents in Bath & 
North East Somerset about proposed changes 
to parking charges.

These include proposals to introduce 
charges based on vehicle size for residents’ 
parking permits and changes to all day 
parking at Bath’s three park-and-ride sites.

Initial public consultation on the 
proposals ran from October 17 to  

November 7, attracting 490 responses and 
660 comments.

As reported in last month’s Voice, plans 
to extend parking charges at Bath Hill East 
car park in Keynsham to include Saturdays 
will not go ahead after Keynsham councillor 
Andy Wait highlighted the importance of free 
parking to residents and businesses.

Councillor Joel Hirst, cabinet member 
for sustainable transport strategy, and 

Councillor Manda Rigby, cabinet member for 
communications and community, have now 
agreed to further public consultation later 
this spring.

Councillor Manda Rigby added: “After 
careful consideration of the feedback, we’ve 
decided to move forward with some of the 
recommended changes, and we will go 
out to seek further views on more detailed 
proposals.”

Public to be consulted again on parking charge plans

Leo takes 
a seat with 
TV Emma 
for heart 
campaign

Leo Nicholls with mum 
Aimee and Emma Willis

The book written 
by Aimee to explain  
things such as Leo’s 
scar from his surgery



RESURFACING work is scheduled to 
take place along Lays Drive in Keynsham 
later this month.

The project, starting on Monday 
March 23, is expected to take up to five 
days to complete, depending on the 
weather.

Road closures will be in place from 
7am to 7pm. Vehicles parked within the 
closure may be removed to avoid delaying 
the work.

Bath & North East Somerset Council, 
which is working in partnership with 
its contractor Volker Highways, said: 
“Residents will need to make their 
own arrangements to find alternative 
parking. Unfortunately, this also applies 
to disabled parking spaces within the 
area of work. We apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause.”

Advance notices will be placed at 
the road entrance to warn drivers of the 
closure. Restricted vehicle access for 
residents’ private driveways within the 
closures will be maintained whenever 
possible.

Access will be controlled by traffic 
marshals, who will also advice on likely 
access windows as the work progresses. 

B&NES Council’s highways team 
said: “Unfortunately, there will be times 
when access will not be possible, so 
please be prepared for delays, disruption 
and make alternative arrangements 
before these works start.”

Residents are advised to warn any 
delivery drivers or visitors of the closure. 
Emergency services will always have 
access during the work, and the council 
is working with its waste service team 
to ensure collections are not disrupted, 
although there may be occasions when 
this is not possible.

News of the resurfacing project has 
been welcomed by councillors George 
Leach and Alex Beaumont, who represent 
Keynsham North on B&NES Council.

Cllr Leach said: “Myself and Cllr 
Beaumont secured funding for this work 
so are pleased to see it scheduled to take 
place. 

“Residents are frequently telling us 
that the desperately poor state of the 
road on Lays Drive has been one of their 
biggest frustrations, so we’re pleased 
we’ve been able to resolve that despite the 
tight budgets and challenges facing local 
authorities.”

Residents get Residents get 
action on sorry action on sorry 
state of roadstate of road
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Extra funds for better moorings
EXTRA funding is to be spent on improving 
moorings for boats on the River Avon in 
Saltford.

Bath & North East Somerset Council has 
allocated £314,000 to the ‘Better Moorings 
Project - Mead Lane’ in its capital budget for 
2026/2027. 

This new money goes with £400,000 
already allocated, which gives a total of 
£714,000 for the relocation of 14-day 
moorings to a new, purpose-built location 
with suitable facilities away from residential 
properties.

The project is expected up to take two years 
and will need planning permission because the 
site would be in the green belt. However, it is 

expected that “special circumstances” can be 
demonstrated that will outweigh any perceived 
harm to the green belt.

Saltford ward councillor Duncan Hounsell 
(Lib Dem) said: “This is amazing news in the 
current financial climate. 

“Relocation of moorings to a more suitable 
site with facilities is not solely a local Saltford 
matter but of wider benefit along the river 
and a positive move for all involved, including 
boaters. 

“Problems can always arise with a major 
capital project like this but having the funds 
available is a significant step forward by this 
current Lib Dem B&NES administration to 
create a better situation for all.”

Welcome news - Cllr Duncan Hounsell by 
 the moorings in Mead Lane, Saltford

Come and swap your plants
A COMMUNITY plant swap will return 
to the Meadows Community Building in 
Keynsham in May.

The event, hosted by Katie Brandwood 
and Emma Ford, who are both gardening 
volunteers at Castle Primary School, 
follows their successful first plant swap 
last September.

The free event on Saturday May 2, 
11am-2pm, will allow local gardeners 
and allotmenteers to come together and 
exchange indoor and outdoor plants. It 
promises to be inclusive of a range of 
abilities and ages, offering something for 
everyone.

Representatives from Keynsham 
Group AWT (Avon Wildlife Trust) will 
be on hand to give advice on how to 
take action for nature and support local 
wildlife, while supervised children can 

enjoy free nature-themed craft activities.
There will be a pay-as-you-feel cafe 

serving hot drinks, homemade cakes and 
biscuits. Weather permitting, the event 
will include an outdoor area for people to 
bring their own picnic and enjoy the green 
space. 

Healthy, pest-free indoor and outdoor 
plants, cuttings, seeds and vegetable 
plugs can be brought to swap. They 
should clearly labelled beforehand where 
possible.

Parking will be available at Castle 
Primary School (access via Newlands 
Road) and attendees are encouraged 
to bring cash for refreshments and 
donations.

The Meadows Community Building is 
in Greenfield Road, Keynsham, BS31 1FL. 
What3words: ///onions.games.bank

Volunteers Sue (left) and Debbie (right) at the first 
community plant swap in September



LOCAL MP Dan 
Norris has insisted 
he is serving his 
constituents to the 
best of his ability 
in one of his first 
public statements 
since he was arrested on 
suspicion of rape in 2025.

Mr Norris has been further 
arrested on suspicion of rape 
against a second woman, sexual 
assault against a third woman, 
and voyeurism and upskirting 
against a number of women, it 
was revealed last month.

Mr Norris, who remains on 
conditional bail, has not been 
charged with any offence and has 
said he “vigorously and entirely” 
denies the allegations.

He continues to be the North 
East Somerset and Hanham 
MP but is understood to have 
been banned from entering 
Parliament since shortly after his 
initial arrest in April 2025. 

There have been calls locally 
for Mr Norris to step down, but 

the MP has said he is continuing 
to do his job.

Mr Norris told the Local 
Democracy Reporting Service on 
February 6: “I would like to make 
clear that I am still representing 
constituents on a broad range 
of issues, including handling 
casework and policy, submitting 
written questions, voting by 
proxy and staying across all 
local and national developments 
in order to continue to serve 
constituents to the best of my 
ability.

“My constituency office is 
operating as usual, prioritising 
the most urgent cases as always, 
replying to all constituents, 
resolving issues with public 
bodies and raising broader policy 
concerns in Parliament.”

It is the first time that Mr 
Norris has responded to a 
request for comment from the 
Local Democracy Reporting 
Service since shortly after his 
initial arrest in April 2025, when 
a member of his team confirmed 

that staff were continuing to 
work on casework.

The MP only broke his 
public silence last month when 
he said in a statement after his 
further arrest: “I vigorously 
and entirely deny the serious 
allegations made against 
me. They are untrue. I am 
challenging them through my 
legal representatives.”

Parliament’s register of 
interests of members' staff shows 
that, as of December, Mr Norris 
no longer has any staff with a 
pass to enter the parliamentary 
estate. 

Mr Norris responded himself 
to an email to his constituency 
office asking how many staff 
continued to work there, 
although he did not directly 
address the question.

More than 3,200 have signed 
a petition started by North 
East Somerset and Hanham 
constituent Andrew Gray and 
sent to Mr Norris in December, 
calling for him to step down.

It said locals respected the 
principle of innocent until 
proven guilty but that the 
restriction on his attending 
Parliament had “created a 
situation that many residents feel 
is untenable.”

Mr Norris continues to vote 
frequently via proxy, with his 
proxy vote being cast by the 
Labour whips despite the party 
having suspended him after his 
initial arrest.

Avon and Somerset Police, 
who have not named Mr Norris, 
said in a statement on February 
2: “An investigation into 
allegations of non-recent sexual 
offences which resulted in the 
arrest of a man in his sixties is 
continuing. 

“The investigation, which 
is being led by officers with 
Operation Bluestone, our 
dedicated rape and serious 
sexual assault investigation 
team, began in December 2024.”

John Wimperis, Local 
Democracy Reporting Service
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MP: I’m doing my best for constituents

SOLAR PANEL CLEANING
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

Protect your investment.
Maximise energy output.

Increase the lifespan of your solar panels.

Middleton Window and Solar Panel Cleaning  
Experienced and Fully Insured

Call Tom Middleton for a FREE QUOTE  
07786 861981

Look up my google reviews

CHANGE FOR THE BETTER

ACROSS our 
town, daffodils 
are showing their 
bright yellow 
heads, marking the 
beginning of spring.

The national 
flower of Wales, it’s 
worn on St David’s Day. But it’s also 
a symbol of new year in China and 
Iran, and in Japan it’s associated 
with joy and mirth.

Daffodils were first cultivated 
in the Mediterranean from around 
300BC and brought to Britain 
by the Romans. Today, daffodil 
growing is a multi-million-pound 
industry, and the UK grows around 
90% of the world’s commercial 
crop, the majority of it in Cornwall. 

The flowers are incredibly 
popular, and at just a pound a 
bunch in most supermarkets they 
bring much-needed sunshine into 
our homes in the dark days of late 
winter. But given their ubiquity, are 
they an environmental force for 
good or bad?

Although intensive growing 
can destabilise and erode the soil 
and contribute to greenhouse gas 
emissions through the use of heavy 
machinery, more and more farms 
are turning to methods that are 

less harmful to the 
environment. 

One Cornwall 
business, Varfell 
Farms, produces 
65% of the world’s 
daffodil flowers and 
holds 60% of the 

world’s daffodil varieties. It’s a LEAF 
(Linking Environment and Farming) 
demonstration farm, committed to 
practices that are sensitive to the 
local landscape. Working with LEAF 
and the local Wildlife Trust, they 
also support other farm businesses 
to take up sustainable practices 
that protect and enhance the soil 
and the natural environment. 

Daffodils have another 
potential environmental 
superpower. Trials are ongoing to 
feed the bulbs to cows to reduce 
their methane emissions. This 
would be another really important 
tool in decarbonising agriculture, 
which is one of the country’s 
highest emitting industries.

So, the next time I buy a bunch 
of daffodils, I’ll not just be seeing 
them as a harbinger of spring, but 
of hope for a resilient world in the 
face of climate change. 

Elizabeth Willitts
image: Erika Varga, Pixabay

The power of the daffodil
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KEYNSHAM SCOUTS

EVERY January, all Scout groups across the 
UK share their membership numbers with the 
national HQ. 

We’re excited to let our readers know that in 
2026, 1st Keynsham and the Keynsham Explorer 
Scout unit have achieved a record-breaking 
count - not just for young people, but also for 
our dedicated adult leaders, skilled instructors, 
and qualified supporters.

This fantastic achievement means Keynsham 
may now be home to the largest Scout group in 
the UK, which is something we can all be proud 
of. 

Each week, around 300 enthusiastic young 
people walk through the doors of our Scout 
HQ in the heart of Keynsham - fondly known as 
‘The Scout Hut.’ However, we’re sad to share that 
over 100 young people are currently on waiting 
lists across all sections, from Squirrel Scouts to 
Explorers. 

Our Scout group trustees are passionate 

about finding ways to welcome more adults 
into volunteering (which helps us include 
more young people), keeping our facilities and 
equipment in top shape, and ensuring that 
adventurous activities and important life skills 
remain at the heart of what our Scouts achieve. 

With 2026 being the year of the volunteer, 
why not pop in and join our friendly team? You 
don’t need any experience, just a willingness to 
get involved and have fun. There are plenty of 
opportunities, so if you’re curious, email us at 
scouts@1stkeynshamscouts.org.uk and ask “how 
can I help?” We’d love to hear from you. 
l On Sunday February 8, nine teams from six 
districts took part in the Avon county cooking 
competition at Keynsham HQ - and the standard 
was incredible!

With just two hours to prepare and cook 
a full three-course meal, each team showed 
fantastic teamwork, creativity and skill. Our 
judges were seriously impressed.

Results: gold, High Littleton Scout Troop; 
silver: 1st Keynsham (Axe Troop); bronze: 1st 
Stoke Gifford OSR Troop.

A big well-done as well to participants from 
17th Bristol (two teams), Frampton Cotterell 
(two teams), 174th Kingswood and 2nd 
Clevedon. Certificates all round, trophies for the 
top teams, and the county cooking shield going 
home with the winners! Every single team did 
their troop and district proud. What a brilliant 
day.
l Bookings are being taken from individuals 
or groups of up to 10 people for our fund-
raising clay shoot on March 21 and 22. It’s 
excellent value and great fun, with no previous 
experience required and all equipment supplied. 
Each slot lasts around two hours. To find out 
more or book a slot for the Saturday or Sunday, 
visit www.1stkeynshamscouts.org.uk/clay, email 
claypigeon@1stkeynshamscouts.org.uk or ring 
07961 394264.

Help record-breaking 
group keep growing

The Scout 
group is 
seeking 
more adult 
volunteers 

Right, 
the team 
from 1st 
Keynsham 
(Axe Troop) 
who took 
silver in the 
cooking 
competition

ST John’s Church in Keynsham 
will welcome one of the Church 
of England’s most senior and 
respected leaders this spring as 
part of its 750 Appeal fundraising 
programme.

The Rt Revd Rose Hudson-
Wilkin CD MBE KHC, Bishop 
of Dover, will appear in 
conversation at a literary and 
inspirational evening on Friday 
April 17.

The event will feature a live 
interview exploring Bishop Rose’s 
life, ministry and leadership, 
followed by an audience question-
and-answer session. Guests will 
also be able to buy copies of her 
book The Girl from Montego Bay 
and have them signed.

Bishop Rose currently serves 
as Bishop of Dover in the Diocese 
of Canterbury and exercises 

delegated episcopal oversight 
on behalf of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

She previously served as 
Chaplain to the Speaker of the 
House of Commons for nine years 
and has been Chaplain to Her 
Majesty the Queen. In 2019 she 
made history as the first black 
woman appointed as a bishop in 
the Church of England.

The evening forms part 
of St John’s 750 Appeal, 
which is supporting ongoing 
redevelopment plans aimed at 
ensuring the church remains a 
vibrant and sustainable space for 
worship, community events and 
outreach.

Councillor Dave Biddleston, 
who will conduct the interview, 
said: “We are absolutely delighted 
that Bishop Rose has agreed 

to join us at St John’s. She is 
an extraordinary speaker with 
a remarkable story, and this 
promises to be a thoughtful, 
uplifting and genuinely inspiring 
evening. 

“I would strongly encourage 
people from across the 
community to come along 
- whether you’re a regular 
churchgoer or simply interested 
in leadership, faith and public 
service. It will be a fantastic event 
and a wonderful way to support 
the future of St John’s.”

The event is ticketed at £13, 
with proceeds going towards the 
750 Appeal. A licensed bar and 
refreshments will be available, 
and doors open at 6.30pm for a 
7.30pm start. Tickets and further 
details are available via St John’s 
Church.

Chance to meet the bishop who made history

Bishop Rose Hudson-Wilkin 
became the first black woman 
appointed as a bishop in the 
Church of England, in 2019
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A COMMUNITY pub in 
Keynsham is celebrating after 
helping to raise almost £100,000 
for charity in just one year.

The New Inn was among 
Craft Union pubs across the UK 
that raised £1 million for local 
good causes for the second year 
running.

The Craft Union’s nationwide 
‘Make a Million’ campaign brings 
together hundreds of community 
pubs, each supporting local 
charities through fundraising 
events, donations and 
volunteering time.

At the heart of the New Inn’s 
fundraising efforts are Operation 
Community Hamper and Dogs 
Friends.

Operation Community 
Hamper began five years ago in a 
local kitchen and has grown into 
a community charity supporting 
families in need. 

The New Inn has supported 

the charity by using its skittle 
alley throughout the year to store 
donations, hosting fundraising 
events and acting as a local drop-
off hub where people can donate 
items up to 12 hours a day.

The pub also collects 
bedding, blankets and food 
for Dogs Friends, a charity the 
pub has supported for over 15 
years, helping to provide care 
for dogs in need. Over the past 
year, the New Inn has hosted a 
range of activities, including a 
24-hour danceathon, ongoing 
bar collections, and a bake sale 
by two local girls who sold more 
than 200 cookies, donating every 
penny to Operation Community 
Hamper.

The pub’s efforts have been 
backed by the wider community, 
with regulars, local businesses, 
schools and Brownie groups all 
getting involved.

As part of the support, 

Operation Community Hamper 
has distributed more than 
£96,000 worth of hampers and 
gifts, all donated by local people. 
The pub has also donated around 
£3,000 to Dogs Friends.

Jemma Lewis, who runs the 
New Inn, said: “Reaching £1 
million raised for charity for 
the second year running is an 
incredible achievement for Craft 
Union, and one we’re really 
proud to be part of.

“For us, it shows that the 
pub is about so much more than 
coming in for a drink - it’s about 
people coming together and 
looking out for each other.

“This achievement belongs to 
our team, our volunteers and the 
local community - I simply have 
the privilege of supporting them. 
The generosity and commitment 
they show time and time again 
is what makes this pub and this 
community so special.”

Cheers to £100k charity fundraisers!
NEWS

Jemma Lewis, 
left, who runs 
the New Inn, 
with Charlotte 
Churchill, 
founder of 
Operation 
Community 
Hamper. Right, 
donated items 
stored at the 
New Inn

A CORSTON man who 
worked in childcare has 
been convicted of 21 sexual 
offences against children.

Following a trial at 
Bristol Crown Court 
on February 9, Nathan 
Bennett, 30, was found 
guilty by a jury of two 
counts of rape of a child under 13, four 
counts of sexual assault of a child under 13, 
and two other sexual assault charges.

He had previously admitted 13 offences, 
including sexual assault of a child aged 
under 13, causing a child under 13 to engage 
in sexual activity, and engaging in sexual 
activity in the presence of a child. 

Bennett was remanded for sentence at the 
same court on Monday March 16.

The trial was told that Bennett committed 
the offences against five children he met at 
the Bristol nursery where he worked. His 
crimes came to light when his manager 
reviewed CCTV, after concerns were raised 
by parents and other staff. 

After suspicious behaviour was seen 
on the footage, Bennett was sent home 
and a report made to the Local Authority 
Designated Officer (LADO). 

The LADO contacted police on February 
26 last year. Bennett was arrested and 
questioned the same day and later released 
on bail, with conditions including not to be 
unsupervised with any person under 18. 

Following a six-month investigation 
by specialist officers, Bennett was initially 
charged with eight offences in August 2025, 
when he was remanded into custody by the 
court. He was later charged with a further 14 
offences. 

During the trial, Virginia Cornwall, 
prosecuting, said: “It’s every parent’s worst 
nightmare, that a person entrusted to be 
responsible for your child, care for your child 
and nurture your child at times when you are 
unable to provide that parental care, abuses 
their position and sexually abuses that child.

“The defendant is a paedophile. He has 
admitted his sexual interest in pre-school 
age toddlers by his partial guilty pleas to 

some charges in this case – the less serious 
charges.”

The investigating officer, DC Bethany 
Cook, said: “Nathan Bennett was trusted 
to care for very young children, but instead 
committed sexual offences against them at 
his place of work.

“This investigation involving such 
young children was deeply challenging and 
distressing for all concerned, and I would like 
to commend the support and strength shown 
by those families.

“This case has caused significant anxiety 
for other families whose children attended 
the nursery during the time these offences 
were committed and, when appropriate, 
we’ve tried to keep them informed.”

“We understand that if your children 
have been in contact with Nathan Bennett, 
you may have questions and concerns and 
you can contact our child protection team 
through our website.”  

The child protection team can 
be contacted at https://www.
avonandsomerset.police.uk/forms/cob

Nursery worker guilty of child sex offences
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ON THE BEAT

THIS month I want to talk about the 
serious side of policing and how we 
can all help each other and know 
what we can do when faced with a 
serious medical situation.

Knife crime continues to affect 
communities across the UK, leaving 
devastating and long-lasting 
impacts on victims, families, and 
neighbourhoods. Whilst I can quote 
statistics and figures showing that 
Keynsham doesn’t have an issue, 
I want to ensure we are speaking 
to our children and young adults 
about this topic. This isn’t meant to 
scare people, just to reinforce.

Many young people believe 
carrying a knife will protect them, 
but the evidence tells a very 
different story. Crimestoppers 
warns that carrying a knife creates 
a false sense of security and 
significantly increases the likelihood 
of becoming a victim. Rather than 
providing safety, knives escalate 
conflicts that might otherwise 
remain non-violent, turning 
arguments into life-threatening 
situations.

Carrying a knife also has 

wide ranging emotional and 
psychological consequences. 
Anxiety, hypervigilance, trauma, 
and desensitisation to violence 
all emerge as long-term effects, 
particularly among young people. 
The ripple effects extend to families 
who live in constant fear for their 
children, altering relationships and 
leaving emotional scars that last a 
lifetime.

Legally, the repercussions are 
severe. New measures introduced 
through the Crime and Policing Bill 
and other legislation significantly 
strengthen penalties for possession, 
sale, or use of knives. These 
include tougher age verification 
requirements for online sales and 
increased maximum sentences for 

illegal possession - from six months 
to two years.

I would strongly recommend 
that people watch the TV series 
Adolescence, which has become 
a catalyst for national discussion 
around youth violence, knife crime, 
and online influence. The show 
actively encourages families to 
talk about emotions, masculinity, 
and conflict and is intentionally 
designed to help with those difficult 
discussions around:
l Emotional regulation
l How boys are influenced by 
online masculinity
l Why some boys may feel angry, 
rejected, or humiliated
l Non-violent ways of dealing with 
conflict

As knife crime remains a 
pressing concern, communities are 
turning to practical measures to 
reduce fatalities in emergencies. 
Bleed control kits - specialist packs 
containing tourniquets, trauma 
bandages, chest seals, and other life 
saving equipment - are being rolled 
out across the UK.

Knife crime prevention 

requires a collective effort. Police, 
schools, youth workers, parents, 
and community groups all play 
vital roles. Encouraging open 
communication with young 
people, providing safe spaces, 
promoting positive role models, 
and supporting early intervention 
programmes can help break cycles 
of fear and violence.

Bleed kits offer a crucial safety 
net, but real prevention starts long 
before an emergency takes place. 
By challenging myths, promoting 
education, and strengthening 
community support, we can reduce 
the prevalence of knife crime and 
protect future generations.

Within Keynsham, we have 10 
bleed kit locations - for details, visit 
https://www.heartsafe.org.uk/bleed-
kit-homepage/ and use the Bleed Kit 
Locator Map. The website also has 
more information about bleed kit 
schemes and how to get involved.

There is also a secure knife 
surrender bin based outside 
of Keynsham Police Centre on 
Ashmead Road.

Until next time, please, stay safe.

How we can help to prevent knife crime

Sgt Rob 
Turner
Keynsham 
Police
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NEWS

LOWER speed limits aimed 
at improving safety are being 
brought in on routes in and 
around Keynsham.

The current 20mph limit that 
runs along Charlton Road from 
the High Street to just south of 
the Charlton Park junction is to 
be extended west for a further 
396 metres.

A new 30mph limit will 
affect Charlton Road at Queen 
Charlton, from its junction with 
Woollard Lane extending east for 
about 1,500 metres.

A 30mph limit will also be 
brought in on Redlynch Lane, 
Chewton Keynsham, from the 
existing 20mph speed limit 
extending to its junction with 
Charlton Road.

Also, a 40mph limit will be 
imposed on Wollard Lane from 
its junction with Queen Charlton 
Lane extending north-east to its 
junction with Slate Lane.

The changes, approved by 
Bath & North East Somerset 
Council, are due to come into 
effect on March 9.

In response to the proposals, 
Keynsham town councillor Andy 
Halliday said he felt there was no 
need to extend the 20mph limit 
on Charlton Road in Keynsham 
from the Charlton Park junction 
to the Monmouth Road junction 
because there were already 
school crossing lights, traffic 
lights and a mini roundabout 
close by to slow down traffic.

One person who responded 
after the proposals were 

advertised felt the 20mph limit  
should be extended a further 
50 metres to improve safety 
at the bus stop just south of 
Lockingwell Road and the busy 
Lays Drive and Caernarvon Road 
junctions. Another said it should 
be extended even further down 
to Bilbie Green.

Another who supported 
lowering the limit on Redlynch 
Lane said the existing 60mph 
limit was totally inappropriate 

for such a busy and, in places, 
very narrow and windy lane. 
They were concerned at the 
speeds at which drivers travel 
along the road to enter the 
village.

“Many vehicles come down 
the hill far too fast and don’t 
start breaking until nearly at the 
junction with Chewton Road. It 
is only a matter of time before 
there is a serious accident.”

Another said: “Absolutely 
support these measures. It 
is high time all our roads 
were subjected to proper risk 
assessment in this manner. 
30mph has no place in any urban 
areas.”

Duncan Hounsell, B&NES 
councillor for Saltford ward, 
which includes Queen Charlton, 
said: “I welcome these speed 
limit reductions. The Redlynch 
Lane junction with Charlton 
Road is a particularly dangerous 
one with poor sight lines. 
Reducing speeds should help 
make the roads in this area safer 
for everyone.”

Speed limits reduced to improve safety

The 20mph limit along Charlton Road from High Street ends just 
south of the junction with Charlton Park - it will now be extended
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 KEYNSHAM MEMORIES
with Keynsham & Saltford Local History Society

A late burst of wintry weather sets the scene for this photograph taken in March 1975 at the junction of Station Road and 
High Street, Keynsham. Some of the buildings have changed and the upstairs cafe has gone but the street scene is similar today.
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KEYNSHAM AND SALTFORD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

MANY readers will have walked or cycled along 
the railway path from the Bird in Hand at Saltford. 
Travelling towards Bath, one first crosses the 
River Avon before passing the site of one of the 
area’s more unusual railway stations.

Kelston station, labelled “Kelston for Saltford”, 
opened in 1869 and closed in 1949. It was of little 
use to the few residents of Kelston, almost a mile 
away up a stony track, and of marginal benefit 
to those of Saltford, who were already served by 
the Great Western Railway station. So, why was 
it built? 

Mid-Victorian competition led the Midland 
Railway, based in Derby, to seek to expand 
into south-west England. It reached down 
to Gloucester before absorbing the Bristol & 
Gloucester Railway, which ran into Bristol via 
Mangotsfield.  

To reach Bath, they obtained parliamentary 
approval in 1864 for a branch from Mangotsfield, 
with the route along the opposite side of the 
Avon to the Great Western.  The line was forced 
to cross the land of Inigo Jones (no relation to the 
17th century architect) who lived at Kelston Park.  

Mr Jones exacted a high price from the 
Midland and demanded a station named Kelston 
to serve his estate, plus the right to stop and 
board any train with 24 hours’ notice.  

The station had to be on the east bank of the 
river so, unusually, it did not have road access, 
and was reached from Saltford by the inclined 
path and the bridge over the river. In the early 
years, Mr Jones or his sisters every year used 
to exercise their right to stop a train to Bath, 
although it was easier for them to go by carriage.  

The station was a modest affair, with a stone 
building on the Bath-bound platform (possibly 
required by Mr Jones) and a wooden shelter on 
the other. It was served by only three trains a day 
on the line from Bristol St Phillips to Bath. Train 
times were displayed on a board at the Bird in 
Hand.  

There were very few commuters, and most 
passengers were anglers out for a day’s fishing. 
However, Kelston Station had another role, if only 
intermittently.  

Railway companies found excursion trains 
very profitable and the Midland, later LMS, 
Railway ran trains from the north to race 
meetings at Bath. 

Until about 1930 these called at Kelston. 
On the map it was a walk of only 2.5 miles to 
the racecourse, although in reality there was 
a 700-foot climb. Nonetheless, almost half the 
passengers opted to walk from Kelston rather 
than go into the city. On these occasions there 

were plenty of railway police in evidence as 
punters and bookies tried to avoid paying their 
fares.  

Perhaps it was a more genteel clientele who 
alighted at Kelston to visit the annual regatta at 
Saltford. In 1872 a regatta special brought 1,200 
passengers from Birmingham, though this may 
not have been a regular occurrence. 

At one time, the station had a porter. He had 
an easy job, and the flower beds were always well 
tended. 

One evening during World War 2, a relief 
porter was on duty and, while the last train stood 
at the platform, a German plane dropped a flare 
which appeared to hang over the last coach. The 
guard, frightened of an imminent attack, hastily 
waved the train off, stranding the porter, who 
had intended to catch the train home to Bath! 

As well as local traffic, the line carried holiday 
trains that continued onto the Somerset & Dorset 
line. In later years, the best-known of these was 
the Pines Express, which ran from Manchester to 
Bournemouth. 

Kelston Station closed on 1st January 1949, 
although the line remained open for passenger 
traffic until March 1966 and for coal deliveries to 
Bath gasworks until 1971.

Richard Dyson

Why ‘Kelston for Saltford’ station was built
Kelston Station in 1932, left, 
looking towards Bath 

Midland Railway Coat of Arms, 
below, showing cities served, 
with Bristol top right
Photo: Stephen McKay, licensed 
through Creative Commons
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Loft Boarding & Insulation

www.useyourloftspace.co.uk
USE YOUR LOFT SPACE

is the reliable, 
affordable and trusted 
local company for all 
your loft boarding, 
and loft insulation 
requirements

0117 2980810
INFO@USEYOURLOFTSPACE.CO.UK
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Live-in Care
Trust us to help you

Stay independent at home with a live-in carer

More affordable than a Care Home
We believe in only the very best care at an 

affordable cost
Providing live-in care since 1986

Call for a brochure today or a free assessment
01179 860710 / 0800 111 4885

Email: featherbed@featherbedhomecare.co.uk
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KEYNSHAM WALKERS ARE WELCOME

OUR excited walkers set off from Keynsham 
Memorial Park armed with greenery collecting 
bags and secateurs for our annual wreath-
making walk.

We followed a route across the back of the 
field near Pool Barton and along the back of the 
rugby club and football club, collecting holly, 
teasels, sprigs of berries and interesting floral 
pieces to decorate our wreaths.

The weather on December 14 was very kind 
to us - despite it being a bit chilly, we did not 
have the snowfall we encountered on a similar 
walk in 2024.

The perimeter hedgerow of Keynsham 
Cemetery provided our greenery collectors with 
some interesting plants.  

Our walk ended back at the Scout hut, where 
the walkers were welcomed with mulled wine 
and warm mince pies.

The walkers then had time then to turn their 
collection of greenery into lovely wreaths to 
decorate their front doors for Christmas.

On January 30, the Walkers are Welcome 
group stayed indoors to host a beetle drive social 
evening and American supper. It gave those 
attending the chance to swap stories from recent 
walks or catch up with old friends and meet new 
ones. 

On February 8, the group headed outdoors 
again for a two-mile circular walk to Keynsham 
Memorial Park and the Somerdale Estate.

Following 37 days of on-and-off rain, our 

walking group came prepared for mud. Our 
stroll, in the drizzle, took us along the River Chew 
through the Memorial Park and then up the path 
past the abbey remains. We then crossed Station 
Road and entered the Somerdale Estate for a 
clockwise walk around the Somerdale circular 
path.  

Despite the football pitches and much of 
the green space either side of the path being 
underwater, overall the pathway was passable by 
dodging the puddles and muddy patches.

Even though wet and a bit miserable, we 
were cheered by tuneful birdsong and the bells 
of St John’s Church. Back out on Station Road, we 
took a different route back into the park, where 
we said farewell to our 25 walkers.

Walkers get creative indoors and out

Wreath-making and a beetle drive have been among the walkers’ activities
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NEWS

UNCERTAINTY remains 
over the long-term future of 
Keynsham’s K1 bus service, as 
the West of England Combined 
Authority (WECA) reviews 
funding for supported routes 
under its WESTlocal programme.

The K1, introduced in 
September 2024 and operated 
by The Big Lemon, was 
funded through Bus Service 
Improvement Plan (BSIP) 
allocations and designed to 
improve connectivity within the 
town.

Since its launch, the service 
has linked neighbourhoods in 
south Keynsham - including 
Bilbie Green and the Bilbie 
Estate - with the town centre, 
railway station, the Chocolate 
Quarter, and key local amenities 
such as St Augustine’s Surgery. 

Early performance data and 
local reporting indicate that the 
K1 has been the most well-
used of the WESTlocal services 
operating in Bath & North 
East Somerset, with passenger 
numbers growing steadily month 
by month.

For many families, the K1 
provides a practical and reliable 
route for children travelling to 
Wellsway School from Bilbie 
Green and surrounding areas. 

The route is also widely 
used by older residents. The 
connection to the Chocolate 
Quarter has proved valuable 
for shopping, social visits and 
community activities. And 
with St Augustine’s Surgery 
on the route, the service 

allows residents without 
private transport to attend GP 
appointments more easily.

Councillor Dave Biddleston 
has spoken about the importance 
of maintaining the service.

He said: “The K1 has quickly 
become part of everyday life 
in Keynsham and connects 
communities that previously had 
limited options. 

“As the most widely used 
of the WESTlocal services in 
B&NES, it demonstrates that 
when a route reflects genuine 
local demand, people use it. I 
believe that should be recognised 
in future funding decisions.”

Rob Pearsall, principal 
of Wellsway School, has also 
spoken in support of the service.

He said: “The K1 bus is not 

simply a convenience for our 
pupils, it is a vital part of their 
school day. 

“Many of our students travel 
from Bilbie Green and the south 
of Keynsham, and the service 
provides them with a safe, 
reliable and independent way to 
get to Wellsway each morning. 

“Removing this route would 
place additional pressure on 
families and inevitably increase 
traffic around the school gates. 
Consistent and accessible 
transport is fundamental to 
attendance, punctuality and 
wellbeing. 

“We strongly support the 
continuation of the K1 for the 
benefit of our pupils and the 
wider Keynsham community.”

Among the passengers who 

value the K1 service are the Gale 
family. Amber Gale said: “The 
K1 bus is good because it’s far to 
school, especially on rainy days 
and when it’s dark in the winter.”

Ethan Gale said: “I use it to 
get a connecting bus to college. 
We need more buses, not to lose 
the ones we have.”

And Lucy Gale said: “It’s been 
brilliant because walking with 
the family shopping from town 
can be really difficult.”

It is understood that 
Keynsham Town Council will 
continue to run the K1 service 
until March 31, the end of the 
financial year.

Its bus operator, The Big 
Lemon, and other operators 
have had to submit tenders for 
the running of community bus 
services like the K1 from April 
to July 2026 so that WECA can 
gather data and monitor services 
and passenger numbers.  

The Big Lemon has confirmed 
it has already submitted its 
tender and is waiting to hear the 
outcome.  

Dawn Drury, town clerk 
for Keynsham Town Council, 
said: “I believe that by August/
September, WECA will be in 
a position to notify the town 
council whether the K1 has 
proved successful and that they 
will be funding the same in the 
future. 

“At this stage, I am not sure 
whether the overseeing of the 
service will be passed back to the 
council or whether WECA will 
retain the running of the service.

Fears for K1 bus over review of funding

The Gale family, left to right, Ethan, Lucy, Amber and Nathan

Relief as cut in recycling centre hours rejected
PLANS to cut opening hours at 
two recycling centres have been 
scrapped, amid concerns that 
this would cause more traffic at 
Keynsham Recycling Hub.

Bath and North East 
Somerset Council had proposed 
saving £200,000 a year by 
reducing hours at Bath Recycling 
Centre and Old Welton Recycling 
Centre in Midsomer Norton.

Councillor Andy Wait 
(Keynsham East, Liberal 
Democrat) told the council’s 
corporate scrutiny committee he 
was “very pleased” the proposals 
had been dropped. 

The idea had sparked concern 
when it was considered by the 
council’s climate scrutiny panel, 
which Mr Wait chairs.

He said: “That was number 
one on our list of moans about 
the budget because we felt that 
there was a risk that there would 
be a lot of extra mileage to the 
Keynsham site if those cuts went 
ahead - so thank you for listening 
to the panel.”

Ahead of its annual budget 
for 2026-27, the council also 
proposed a “small charge” for 
its Discovery Card, which grants 
free admission to residents for 
some local attractions. That 
proposal, which would have 
raised an estimated £50,000 a 
year, has also been dropped.

Cllr Mark Elliott (Lansdown, 
Liberal Democrat), the council 
cabinet member for resources, 
said the council had proposed a 

host of cuts and new income to 
close a £7.4 million budget gap.

He said that, on top of 
increasing costs for adult and 
children’s social care, the govern-
ment’s “fair funding review” of 
local government finance meant 
the council would lose out on 
£12.6m over the next three years.

Cllr Elliott said: “The council 
is committed to listening to 
residents, and I want to thank 
everyone who took part in the 
budget consultation. As a result 
of your feedback, we will keep 
the same opening hours for our 
waste and recycling centres and 
won’t be changing the terms of 
the residents’ Discovery Card.”

The idea of introducing a 
Discovery Card charge generated 

about a third of all responses to 
the budget consultation.

Council tax is once again 
proposed to increase by the 
maximum 4.99%, two percentage 
points of which will be 
ringfenced for spending on adult 
social care. That will be another 
£90.97 a year for an average 
band D household, or £1.75 a 
week.

Cllr Elliott said the council 
would have to spend an 
additional £6.4m on adult and 
children’s social care, after 
savings were taken into account.  

The budget was due to go to 
a vote at a meeting of the full 
council on February 24.

John Wimperis, Local 
Democracy Reporting Service
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n BACK TO NATURE

AS March breathes life into the 
Avon Valley, bringing the first 
signs of spring to Keynsham, a 
silent, ancient observer takes up its 
position along the riverbanks. 

The Grey Heron (Ardea 
cinerea) is a year-round resident, 
but in March, this enigmatic bird 
becomes a focal point of our local 
ecosystem, 

Herons are over a meter tall 
with a wingspan that can exceed 
six feet and can often be seen 
standing statue-still along the 
Rivers Avon and Chew. 

Unlike some species that hide 
from human activity, herons have 
adapted well. They can often be 
seen by the weir in Keynsham 
Park, a surprisingly bold, yet silent, 
presence in the heart of town. 

The Grey Heron’s plumage 
blends perfectly with the mist of 
early spring mornings. They are 
likely to be spotted in shallow 
water, legs firmly rooted, neck 
curved into an ‘S’ shape, waiting for 
an unsuspecting fish, frog, or even 
a small mammal.

They are solitary hunters, 
but nest in groups. March is the 

peak time for nesting. As early as 
January, they gather to renovate 
their large messy platforms of twigs 
high in trees known as heronries. 

Despite the size of these 
structures, once the trees are in 
full leaf, they can be difficult to 
spot. However, keen-eyed wildlife 
observers might see them carrying 
sticks to treetops in Conham Vale, 
along the wooded banks of the 
River Avon towards Saltford, in the 
grounds of Bath Spa University 

or even near the Honda garage 
in Bath, where there are known 
heronries. 

Whilst some sites have existed 
for a few years, there are records of 
the heronry in the grounds of Bath 
Spa University for over 50 years.

The female lays three to 
five blue-green eggs, usually 
around late March. The eggs are 
surprisingly small for such a large 
bird - about 60mm long by 43mm 
wide - not much bigger than a 

chicken’s egg. Both parents share 
incubation duties, which last about 
25 to 27 days. Chicks are covered in 
blackish-brown down and are fed 
regurgitated fish by both parents. 
They fledge at around seven to 
eight weeks. 

Only about one third of the 
chicks survive their first winter 
but if they do, then they usually 
live for about five years, with the 
oldest bird recorded reaching 23 
years old.

Watching them fly over 
Keynsham town centre, their long 
legs trailing behind and massive 
wings beating slowly, is a reminder 
of the wild, prehistoric nature that 
survives right on our doorstep. 
Their presence signals that despite 
the urban expansion of Keynsham, 
the aquatic food chain remains 
robust. 

As we enjoy the warmer, 
brighter days of March, take a 
moment to look for this beautiful 
bird. The Grey Heron is not just a 
bird, but a vital part of Keynsham’s 
natural character, a prehistoric 
survivor watching over our waters.

Julia Shahin

Grey sentinels from the mists of time
Heron flying 
in to join its 
mate on the 
nest at Prior 
Park heronry 
(Ieft)
Photo:  
Steve Kimmins
Grey heron 
standing 
guard (right)
Photo:  
Martin Farrell
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Keynsham 
Foot Health
                                                     By Lisa

Receive expert foot care in the comfort of your own home!
Services include:

• Nail Trimming and Filing • Corn and Callus Removal
• Hard Skin Reduction • Diabetic Foot Care

• Fungal Nail and Athlete’s Food Care • Foot Health Advice

As a fully qualified and insured Foot Health Practitioner 
based in Keynsham, I provide a professional, friendly 
and reliable home visit service. I bring expert foot 

care directly to you within a 10-mile radius.

For more information or to book an appointment:
Phone: 07395 555725

Email: keynshamfoothealth@gmail.com

Thursdays 
7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, 

5:30 and 7pm 
Keynsham Baptist Church, 

High Street, Keynsham, Bristol 

Contact: Trina 07538 309708

NEWS

Residents oppose bid for 200 homes
OPPOSITION is growing to plans up to 200 
new homes to the west of Charlton Road in 
Keynsham.

Persimmon Homes Severn Valley is 
seeking outline permission from Bath 
& North East Somerset Council for the 
development.

A number of residents have registered 
their objections and Keynsham Town 
Council is also opposed.

Councillor Alan Hale (Independent, 
Keynsham South) wrote to B&NES Council 
expressing his objection to the proposals 
when they were revealed last autumn.

He said Charlton Road was already 
over-burdened with traffic and that the 
extra vehicles generated by the proposed 
development would make matters worse.

He recently said on Facebook: “The 
other district councillors, like me, are well 
aware of the need for social housing and 
that is being strongly addressed in the new 
local plan that is being brought forward. 

“The plan is looking to place 
developments in the correct place and not 
overload an already very busy road.”

B&NES Council’s draft local plan sets 
out where new developments could go, in 
response to the government’s directive that 
the council needs to find space for 27,000 
new homes to be built by 2043.

It earmarks potential sites for more than 
4,000 new homes in the town, including 
between 300 and 400 on green fields to the 
west of Charlton Road.

The planning application had attracted 
53 objections and four comments in 
support before the deadline for comments 
through the B&NES Council planning 
portal passed on February 21.

Keynsham Town Council objected to the 
plans following a meeting of its planning 
committee.

In its consultation response to B&NES 
Council, it said: “The council considers the 
proposal to be inappropriate, excessive in 
scale, and entirely out of keeping with the 
character of the area.”

The town council said extra traffic 

generated on Charlton Road would create 
the risk of ‘rat-running’ through nearby 
streets. It was also concerned about the 
lack of pedestrian crossings near the site, 
poor public transport, and the loss of 
wildlife habitat.

The town council added that the site 
currently acted as a natural soakaway for 
rainwater. Building homes, roads and 
hardstanding would increase surface 
water run-off, placing extra pressure on an 
already inadequate drainage network. 

“This creates a very real and 
unacceptable risk of flooding to nearby 
homes, land, and highways, particularly 
during periods of heavy rainfall,” it said.

The town council also noted that sewage 
and wastewater systems serving adjacent 
developments had yet to be adopted due 
to “sub-standard construction.” It said a 
full assessment of foul sewer capacity was 
needed to ensure the network could cope 
with the proposed development.

It added that the site should only 
be assessed in conjunction with other 
potential housing sites under the B&NES 
local plan, so that the full impact of 
development within Keynsham South could 
be properly considered as a whole.

The main concerns residents cited 
have been about extra traffic and the 

pressure on the town’s already struggling 
infrastructure. 

One objector stated: “While I 
acknowledge the need to build houses, it 
simply cannot be at the expense of other 
key services in the town. The infrastructure 
is already creaking, including GPs, dentists, 
police presence and schools. 

“Charlton Road is already a death trap 
and the traffic currently using it is already 
not fit for purpose. It also supposedly has 
a weight limit that’s being ignore and will 
be bypassed to build these houses over the 
course of years.”

Another added: “There have been 
electrical outages in the existing new 
developments already and two burst water 
mains on Charlton Road recently. The new 
development would put further strain to 
the electricity and water infrastructure and 
disruption to residence of vital supplies.”

There are also worries about the loss of 
green space and the threat to wildlife such 
as bats, badgers, foxes, and birds.

Another concern raised was about 
drainage and surface water management. 

One person said: “These fields currently 
absorb rainwater naturally. Replacing 
them with hard surfaces such as roads, 
roofs, and pavements will significantly 
increase surface water runoff, with no clear 
indication of where this excess water would 
go.”

Two people supporting the application 
cited Keynsham’s need for extra properties, 
with many families desperate for housing.

Although there are no detailed proposals 
at this stage, it is envisaged that 45% of the 
new homes would be “affordable”.

Two access roads are proposed - one 
from the existing three-arm Charlton 
Road/Linnet Way roundabout and another 
about 25 metres north of the Aesop 
Drive junction. The development would 
have open green spaces, allotments, a 
community orchard, equipped play areas 
and an informal kick-about area. 

Construction would take between one to 
two years.
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Climate crisis is 
hitting home
The climate and nature crisis 
is a multi-pronged emergency 
impacting all aspects of British life, 
from national security to the food 
supply. 

In our area, this currently 
manifests itself in high-intensity 
rainfall with localised flooding, 
prolonged periods of drought 
risking our water supplies, wild fires 
and people overheating, farmers 
struggling to produce food crops 
and feed for their animals.

On November 27, ten of the 
UK’s leading experts briefed an 
invited audience of over 1,200 
politicians and leaders from 
business, culture, faith, sport 
and the media with the latest 
implications for health, food, 
national security and the economy. 

Our constituency (North East 
Somerset and Hanham) was under-
represented, as both WECA Mayor 
and our MP (for different reasons) 
were unable to attend, although 
both B&NES and MP Watch were 
there to represent us.

This national emergency 
briefing was commissioned to 
report the latest evidence, make 
clear what is at stake, and outline 
actionable solutions. It’s time the 
public were presented with facts, 
not the spin and denial of those in 
the pay of the fossil fuel lobby. 

Please join MP Watch in 
demanding that the Government 
deliver a prime-time, multi-channel 
televised national emergency 
briefing to the nation, launching a 
major public engagement plan to 
cut through disinformation. Please 
sign the letter at https://www.
nebriefing.org/open-letter-keir

Later in the year, we plan (with 
others) to hold a public viewing of 
a new film on the subject. Our local 
politicians will be invited to attend 
and participate in a debate about 
what we, locally, can do to address 
these critical issues and the impact 
they will have on our communities, 
both now and in the generations 
to come.

David Leverton, MP Watch

Party politics  
play no part
Mike Barrow has got the wrong 
end of the stick in his letter in 
your February edition. The B&NES 
planning committee only deals 
with planning applications, such 
as the application for an Aldi 
supermarket. It is not a policy 
development body. 

The planning committee has 

absolutely nothing to do with the 
development of a Local Plan. 

The planning committee is 
like a jury. Every member of the 
planning committee must act 
individually in considering any 
planning application and apply 
existing planning policies, local 
and national. There can be no pre-
determination by law. Party politics 
play no part.

The reason why options sites 
for future housing are being 
considered in our area by the 
planning department is simply 
that the Government has doubled 
the target for housing and local 
landowners have offered their land 
for housing. That’s it. No political 
conspiracy. 

B&NES planning department 
is developing a Local Plan at arm’s 
length from councillors as required 
by law. The only way of preventing 
unsuitable development is by 
putting forward sound planning 
reasons to object on a site-by-site 
basis. 

We all await the working draft 
of the Local Plan in the coming 
months, and a further public 
consultation will follow ahead 
of hearings to be held by an 
independent planning inspector, 
who has to determine if the draft 
Local Plan is “sound” in that it 
meets the needs of our area.

I am delighted that Mike 
holds his Lib Dem councillors in 
Keynsham East in the highest 
regard. 

Cllr Duncan Hounsell  
(B&NES, Lib Dem, Saltford ward)

Bath homes won’t 
damage tourism
I agree that an explanation is 
needed at a public meeting in 
Keynsham and Saltford of why 
Bath is not taking its fair share of 
planned housing over the next 20 
years.

Re-reading the B&NES Local 

Plan Document 2025, it nowhere 
discusses that the Government 
suggested that 13,000 of the 
planned 27,000 house total should 
be around the city and 14,000 in 
NE Somerset, while the document 
merely proposes between 6,000 
and 7,000 for Bath. 

This is in spite of the 
acknowledged need to provide 
some 25,000 new jobs in the 
area, with 70-75% of the planned 
new office space accommodated 
in Bath, and that “the need for 
affordable housing is particularly 
acute in the city”.

The land put forward around 
Bath is sufficient for the full 13,000 
as shown on the HELAA map in 
Section 4, Table 1, and virtually all 
of that land, if used for housing, 
would not be seen from the 
Georgian centre of the city. 

Such housing would be easily 
accessible by bus to the city 
and the new jobs, but diverting 
to plentiful jobs in Keynsham, 
Saltford, Farrington Gurney etc 
obviously takes precedence, and 
hence will add greatly to the traffic 
chaos on the A4 as thousands of 
extra commuters drive to Bath and 
Bristol.

The one site put forward for 
consideration to the west of the 
city and south of the A4 dual 
carriageway is unlikely to be 
chosen as “evidence shows that 
development here would cause 
substantial damage to the World 
Heritage Sites (WHS)”.

We all want to see Bath grow as 
a visitor attraction, but how many 
people come to Bath only because 
it is a double WHS, as opposed to 
those who come and enjoy a lovely 
city with many attractions?

Is there visitor survey data to 
show how many would NOT visit in 
the event that UNESCO withdraw 
the status because of new houses 
which cannot be seen from the 
Georgian city centre?
Ray Buchanan, Saltford

Showing contempt 
for local residents
I would like to thank Keynsham 
Voice for publishing the views of 
local residents concerning future 
housing and the single-minded 
pursuit of environmental issues. 

When one group has enjoyed a 
protracted time in power, one can 
start to see the warped, single-
track mindset shining through. 

It is obscene how additional 
housing is being pushed out on the 
villages and towns around Bath. It’s 
utter nonsense to avoid building 
closer to the city, as the areas that 
are regarded as of historic value are 
already protected.

If the local authority is so 
concerned about Bath, why have so 
many blocks of flats been built? 

The ever-increasing building 
of properties around Keynsham 
and Saltford shows contempt 
for residents and their way of 
life. Travelling along the A4 is a 
considerable challenge, yet all the 
local authority can do is meddle 
with what is already there. The 
real culprits for the increased 
congestion are the authority 
themselves due to their one-sided 
decisions. 

WECA will waste millions of 
pounds, yet I have not heard 
or read anywhere that, with 
their meddling, we will get any 
additional buses on the road. 

Until there is a substantial 
change in the thought process, the 
residents and travelling public will 
remain ignored.

The type of “consultation” 
we get is that the group with 
power does the talking and the 
residents do the listening, and the 
decisions in thought will still be 
implemented. Their wording in 
press releases clearly shows that 
the proposals will still be actioned. 

It is not the strength of the 
ruling group which is important, 
it is the strength of a group in 
opposition, as it is those that will 
mainly hold the controllers to 
account. 

Kev Shep

We’re still waiting 
for a K2 bus
IT’S been some time since I last 
wrote about the possibility of a 
K2 bus service to serve Keynsham 
East. 

Having studied the town 
council’s website where records of 
meetings are available, I am aware 
that the town council has devoted 
time and effort to progressing 
this subject and that a potential 

nLETTERS Letters for publication can be sent to news@keynshamvoice.co.uk or by post to Letters, Keynsham Voice,  
16 Ashmead Business Centre, Ashmead Road, Keynsham, BS31 1SX. The editor reserves the right to edit your letter.

Flooding around the bandstand in Keynsham Memorial Park in 
December 2024 Photo: Colin Rayner
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timetable and route have been 
proposed. However, finding any 
details on this and how this service 
is likely to be funded is not readily 
available. 

At one stage there was a view 
that WECA could be approached 
to fund this as they do for the K1 
service. Alternatively, funding from 
the Minsmere Green development 
was an option, but, as we know, 
building work has only just started, 
so there is no certainty as to when 
or to what extent this will become 
available. 

In the meantime, the residents 
of Keynsham East continue to be 
served less favourably than the rest 
of Keynsham and the momentum 
behind this appears to be waning. 

I think the town council 
should come clean as to what is 
happening in the hope that this 
important issue for the residents 
of Keynsham East is not forgotten. 
I note that the agenda for the last 
bus committee meeting held on 
February 5 had no mention of the 
K2 service, unless it was discussed 
under AOB.  

Cynthia Withyman
Editor’s note: Keynsham Town 
Council has told us that the West 
of England Combined Authority 
(WECA) will not comment as to 
whether there will be any funding 
available for the launch of a K2 
service.

Congratulations on 
your new home
So pleased 
to read in 
your latest 
edition that 
Keynsham 
Mencap will 
soon be moving into the recently 
vacated pre-school nursery at 
Queens Road Methodist Church. 

I know that they have been 
working for years for better 
facilities.

This is a prime example of how 
difficult it is to find community 
space where good things can 
happen, but persistence pays off as 
their neighbours across the road at 
the Community Hub would agree. 
The hard-working team at Mencap 
is highly valued by its clients 
and their families but maybe are 
unsung in the wider community.

I am sure they are looking 
forward to the move, which gives 
them more scope to realise their 
ambitions. Congratulations to 
them all for their vital input to our 
community and very good wishes 
for the future.

Sheila Crocombe

nLETTERS KEYNSHAM IN BLOOM

IF you’re visiting Keynsham Spring 
Show later this month, don’t forget 
to visit the Keynsham In Bloom 
stall.

We will be selling plants, 
entertaining the children with 
Easter hats, holding a raffle, name 
the lamb and having fun during 
the event on Saturday March 28, 
which runs from 12pm to 4pm. 
Hope to see you there wearing 
your prettiest Easter bonnets.

Valentine’s Day was dry and 
sunny, a rarity these days, and l 
noticed that although the alpine 
containers at Holmoak Shops 
need some updating, the crocus 
and daffodils are looking lovely.  
The same applies to our other 
containers at Chandag Road and 
Queens Road. Replacement plants 
are on order and when these arrive 
work will commence.

The High Street troughs are 
shortly to receive grasses and 
polyanthus for spring colour, and 
more roses are to be planted in 
the Triangle flowerbed outside 
the Deli. Hopefully, if strategically 
placed, they will stop folks using 
the flowerbed as a shortcut. 
Fingers crossed.

Work at the station continues, 
and when the weather improves, 
we will upgrade the Dee James 
memorial train with a fresh coat 
of paint and other changes to 
the engine and planting for 

summertime. Tidying the Pocket 
Park continues and more bulbs 
are popping up through the soil. If 
Mother Nature is kind this summer 
we will have a lovely display of 
flowering shrubs, herbaceous 
plants and roses.

The crown in the Memorial Park 
is also bursting into life and will be 
beautiful as usual.

Wishing all lovely volunteers 
and Keynsham folk happy 
gardening. Keep safe and well.

Mary Woodman

We’re digging in, rain or shine

Volunteers 
Mary, 
Keith, 
Matt, 
Sally, Alan 
and Mary 
Woodman 
at the 
railway 
station

Left, Phil, 
Barbara 
and Sally 
planting 
at the 
Triangle 
in pouring 
rain

ONE of the oldest services, originating from the 4th century AD 
in Jerusalem, was celebrated on Sunday February 1 in St John’s 
Church, Keynsham. 

Candles lined the approach paths to the church and welcomed 
over 130 people, including those from Churches Together in 
Keynsham and Saltford, to the Candlemas service.

Flower arrangements containing snowdrops complemented 
the hundreds of candles as the robed choir processed around the 
church.

People were encouraged to take their candles home and place 
them in their windows, symbolising the hope, love and light of 
Christ shining into the world.

Lighting the way with hope

Daffodils at Holmoak shops
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Make use of your loft and create 
more space in your home.

�  Loft Ladders
�  Loft Lighting

�  Raised Loft Storage
�  Insulation

Loft storage solutions for period and new build 
homes that don’t void your warranty. 

01373 813 438
www.loftboardingsouthwest.co.uk

IN NEED OF MORE  
STORAGE SPACE?

Make use of your loft and create 
more space in your home.

Loft Ladders
Raised Loft Storage
Loft Lighting
Insulation

Loft storage solutions for period and new 
build homes that don’t void your warranty.

01373 813 438
www.loftboardingsouthwest.co.uk

IN NEED OF MORE 
STORAGE SPACE?
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with Judith Thomas from Keynsham Library
Adult Fiction

Mere
Danielle Giles
Set in 990AD 
in Norfolk, this 
story revolves 
around a 
convent 
situated in 
the fens and 
surrounded 
by a vast and 
treacherous 
mere (a large, 
boggy lake). 

The holy 
sisters quietly tend to their duties, 
which extend to the village nearby. 
Sister Hilda offers an infirmary and 
provides what care she can, using 
local herbs and knowledge from 
the “old” pagan ways. 

This peace is shattered when a 
local boy disappears into the mere. 
The abbess, Sister Sigeburg, fears 
her grip on the convent is waning. 
And when Sister Wulfrun arrives, 
she has a vision and says a curse is 
about to befall the convent.

Hilda is drawn to Wulfrun 
and her mysterious past – it is 
rumoured that she was once 
married to a rich lord and that to 
stop the curse they will both have 
to enter the mere! 

This is a beautiful and 
atmospheric historical novel that 
really captures the nuns’ isolated 
lives and their fear of the unknown. 
It is also a tender love story.

A Mind to Murder
PD James
PD James, for me, is one of the 
greatest crime writers. Her forensic 
detail is brilliant and her main 
detective, Adam Dalgliesh, a great 
character. 

This story is set in a private 
psychiatric clinic. One quiet 

evening, a piercing scream is 
heard from the basement and 
the administrative officer is found 
murdered. Superintendent Adam 
Dalgliesh is sent to the scene.

It appears 
the murder 
took place 
while the 
clinic was 
open and 
several 
therapy 
sessions, art 
classes and 
meetings 
were taking 
place.

The victim was not popular, 
and ambitious psychiatrists, a 
suspicious director of medicine, 
porters and admin assistants all 
had motives. PD James is very 
good at describing the politics of 
offices and medicine, as well as the 
therapeutic techniques of the time 
(the book was published in 1963). 
A great read.

Is She Really Going  
Out With Him?
Sophie Cousens
B&NES virtual library
This is a 
bright, 
bubbly 
modern 
romance 
story, based 
in Bath, 
with great 
descriptions 
of local 
landmarks. 
With the 
250th 
anniversary of Jane Austen’s birth 
last year, the story concludes with 
everyone dressed in Regency finery 
in the ballroom of the Guildhall. 

Anna, divorced, is trying to 

navigate her single life with her 
two children and the family cat. 
She works for a local magazine and 
is told to find a new direction for 
her back-cover column. 

Enter her office nemesis Will, 
who seems quick to suggest a joint 
enterprise. Is he trying to push her 
out of the business with his dapper 
clothes, good looks and enviable 
swagger? 

In a fun twist, Anna’s children 
pick seven potential suitors for her 
to go on dates with, all in the name 
of research for her new column. 
Could she find love amongst this 
eclectic mix of single men? 

This light-hearted read is 
perfect for Austen fans and anyone 
who loves a happy ending. 
Graphic Novel

Hamlet – Manga 
Shakespeare 
illustrated by Emma Vieceli
There are several manga and 
graphic novels in Keynsham 
Library. This book is an imaginative 
interpretation of the classic tale. 
In a war-torn cyberworld, Hamlet, 
Prince of 
Denmark, 
sees the ghost 
of his late 
father, who 
reveals that 
his murderer 
was his own 
brother. 
This news 
devastates 
Hamlet and 
he spirals 
into paranoia and treachery. 

This format is a great way, 
particularly for 15 to 16-year-olds, 
to read Shakespeare as the book 
uses his original text along with 
Japanese manga-style drawing.
Children’s Fiction

The Tales of  
Olga da Polga
Michael Bond
A real 
children’s 
classic from 
the author 
of the 
Paddington 
stories – I 
used to read 
this as a 
child. Olga is 
no ordinary 
guinea pig. 
When she 
arrives at her new hutch in the 
home of Mr and Mrs Sawdust (the 
name Olga gives her new family), 

she knows that everything is fine. 
And Olga loves telling everyone 
her stories, from the cat to all the 
other animals she meets in her 
adventures. 

All the Olga stories are 
delightful, especially if you have 
your very own Olga da Polga!

The Famous Five: Five 
Go Off in a Caravan
Enid Blyton
Julian, 
Dick, Anne, 
George 
and Timmy 
the dog 
are always 
getting 
up to 
adventures. 
The long 
summer 
holidays are 
starting, 
and the gang usually go 
to George’s house in Kirran. But 
her scientist father is knee deep 
in experiments, so they vote to go 
on a caravan holiday. They come 
across a circus, but two of the 
performers are acting very oddly. 
There is treasure and caves, and 
poor Timmy is put in danger. Can 
they get help in time?  

Library news
Look out for BookTrust storytimes 
this month for our younger 
readers. We will be showcasing a 
selection of books in our Storytime 
sessions, along with crafts, and 
you will get a chance to vote on 
your favourite, from Five Enormous 
Dinosaurs to The Jellyfish Jiggle.

As always, there is so much 
going on in all our libraries, and it’s 
all free. So drop in and see what’s 
on offer. 

Tuesday 9.30-10am and 10.30-
11.00am term time only, 0-5 years, 
for families with children, sing 
along at Baby Bounce and Rhyme, 
or get comfy whilst listening to our 
ever-popular Storytime, Thursday 
10.30am at Keynsham Library, term 
time for 0-4 years. 

For adults, we’ve got book 
clubs, writing classes, and much 
more throughout the year. Joining 
the library costs nothing, so pop in 
or visit www.librarieswest.org.uk to 
also access thousands of eBooks, 
eMagazines, Audiobooks, and a 
wealth of other resources.

Our ‘Virtual Library’ has loads 
going on, including competitions, 
book reviews and, all our digital 
offers. Search ‘Bath and North East 
Somerset Libraries’ on social media 
or visit https://baneslibraries.co.uk/
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RUHX, official charity of the Royal 
United Hospitals Bath, is hosting its 
20th annual sponsored Walk of Life 
on Saturday 23 May 2026.

The Walk of Life started in 2006 
thanks to sisters Nic and Ness who 
were both determined to raise 
funds to improve cancer facilities at 
the RUH.

Vanessa, known by her friends and 
family as ‘Ness’, was diagnosed with 
breast cancer in 2000. She received 
her treatment from a fantastic team 
at the RUH, but during this time was 
aware that the facilities were out 
of date and in desperate need of 
replacing. Ness sadly passed away 
after the cancer progressed in 2007, 
but she made Nic promise to carry 
on their passion for fundraising. 

Nic has kept her promise by 
leading the Walk of Life every 
year since in memory of her sister, 
finding comfort in meeting other 
walkers who have been through 
similar journeys.

Since the event began, walkers 
have raised over £875,000 for the 
hospital. This year, the charity is 
calling on more local people to get 

involved and hopes to raise over 
£125,000 to make the total raised at 
the Walk of Life more than £1million.

The Walk of Life follows the Kennet 
& Avon canal from Bishops Cannings 
(near Devizes) to Bath, with walkers 
able to choose between walking the 
full 26.2 mile marathon distance or a 
16 or 10 mile distance. 

Entry is £20 for adults or £8 for 
children, which includes a t-shirt, 
refreshments along the route, and a 
lunchtime BBQ kindly provided by 
Rapid Relief Team UK.

To celebrate 20 years, RUHX 
also hopes more people will get 
involved by signing up to the free 
‘do it at home’ option, that allows 
supporters to choose their own 
distance, route and date any time 
in May.

By taking part, people will be 
giving back to their local hospital 
for care received by them and 
their loved ones, helping to make 
healthcare extra extraordinary for 
everyone in Bath, Wiltshire and 
beyond.

Walkers can sign up by visiting 
ruhx.org.uk/walk.

Hospital charity celebrates 
20 years of sponsored walk

Walk 10, 16 or 26.2 miles

for Royal United Hospitals Bath

Sponsored by

Walk of Life
Saturday 23 May

Sign up now
ruhx.org.uk/walk

NEWS

MORE than 100 people have signed a petition 
calling for lighting to be installed on a  
well-used alleyway off Keynsham High Street.

It is frequently used as a pedestrian route 
linking the High Street to the Memorial 
Park and for people who live in Back Lane to 
access the High Street. 

It has been flagged by the police and 
women as intimidating after dark due to its 
lack of lighting.

The petition has been organised by 
local resident Richard Watkins, who said: 
“After dark you are unable to see where dog 
owners have let their animals defecate, or 
on occasions where drunks have vomited, or 
how to avoid the broken tarmac surface.

“This alleyway offers the potential as a 
muggers’ paradise. There are plenty of escape 
routes, if muggings were to take place.

“My first concern is for the elderly 
residents that live in Back Lane and lastly for 
myself, who is registered blind with limited 
vision.”

Mr Watkins has contacted councillors 
about the issue, one of whom, George Leach, 
said that lighting for the alleyway had been 
included as an “aspirational” part of the 
Keynsham Town Centre Regeneration Action 
Plan as it was the only way to secure funding 
for works required.

The regeneration project, which is in the 

consultation stage and not finalised, will not 
proceed until the Bath & North East Somerset 
local plan is agreed, which is scheduled for 
around late 2026. Cllr Leach said he did 
not envisage any work happening on the 
regeneration before 2027 at the earliest.

Mr Watkins said he lacked confidence that 

lighting for the alleyway would be installed 
under the regeneration project because 
residents had been let down before by B&NES 
Council during their previous improvement 
scheme for the High Street.

In 2022, Mr Watkins had been told 
by a B&NES Council officer that the town 
centre public realm scheme would include 
improvement to lighting in the passageways 
from the High Street to Ashton Way and Back 
Lane. But it later emerged this information 
was incorrect.

The council said there were obstacles to 
improving these passageways, notably land 
ownership, but that it would continue to look 
for ways to resolve these issues.

Meanwhile, Cllr Andy Wait, chair of 
Keynsham Town Council and a B&NES 
councillor, has told Mr Watkins he will ask 
the police if they can help to secure any 
funding from other agencies for lighting, 
giving that they are aware of the potential for 
crime in the alleway.

Cllr Wait said: “There is no doubt that 
the lighting in the Back Lane alleyway is 
inadequate.  I support Richard Watkins’ 
campaign to highlight the potential danger 
of an accident there. Councillor Alex 
Beaumont and I have been in contact with the 
businesses on either side of the path to look 
for a solution to the problem.”

Petition calls for lighting in alleyway

This alleyway leading from the High Street 
has been described by resident Richard 
Watkins as a potential muggers’ paradise
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KEYNSHAM Town Council’s Annual Grant 
Awards for 2026/2027 will be open to 
applications from 1st April 2026.

The Town Council is prepared to consider 
applications for financial assistance from 
properly constituted:
l Clubs and Societies
l Voluntary Bodies and Associations
l Non-profit making Organisations
l Charitable Bodies

To qualify for a grant, applicants must 
demonstrate a direct benefit to the Keynsham 
Town area, or any part of it, or all or some of its 
residents. In addition, the direct benefit must 
be proportionate to the expenditure to be 
incurred. Local groups affiliated to regional or 
national organisations are eligible, provided 
the local group operates substantially as an 
independent financial unit.

The primary intention of the Town Council’s 
grant scheme is to support new events, projects 
or items within the town.
Funding Timetable and Key Dates
1st April to 30th April 2026 - Application 
packs available.
Friday 8th May 2026 - Closing date for 
applications.
Wednesday 10th June 2026 - Applications 
considered by Grants Committee.
Thursday 11th June 2026: Applicants notified 
of the Town Council’s decisions.

The Grants Presentation Evening will be held 
in July, with further details to be announced.

Apply for our 
Grant Awards

KEYNSHAM Town Council has reaffirmed its 
commitment to ensuring strong public access 
to defibrillators across the town, helping to 
protect residents in the event of a cardiac 
emergency.

A brand-new defibrillator has recently been 
installed at The Talbot Inn, providing a fully 
accessible, 24-hours-a-day location in the heart 
of the community. The Council is also actively 
exploring two further sites in East and South 
Keynsham to continue strengthening coverage 
across the town.

In a generous show of community spirit, 
three defibrillators and their protective cabinets 
have been kindly donated by a local company 
which wishes to remain anonymous. The 
business shared the Council’s understanding 
of the vital importance of these life-saving 
machines and the difference they can make in 
those critical first minutes before emergency 
services arrive.

Residents are encouraged to follow the 
Town Council’s Facebook and Instagram pages 
for updates on new installations and details of 
upcoming public training sessions, designed 
to build confidence and ensure that people 
feel prepared should they ever need to use a 
defibrillator.

It is worth checking out where your nearest 
defibrillator is by visiting www.defibfinder.co.uk 

New defibrillator 
could save lives



THE much-loved Keynsham Spring 
Show returns on Saturday 28th 
March 2026, bringing a celebration 
of creativity, community spirit 
and a splash of spring colour 
to Keynsham Scout HQ and 
Girlguiding Keynsham HQ from  
12 noon to 4.30pm.

Organised by Keynsham Town 
Council, this popular annual 
event invites residents of all 
ages to “Grow It, Bake It, Make 
It” - with trophies to be won, an 
Easter Bonnet competition, stalls, 
refreshments, free face painting 
and even a pet corner.

New for 2026 – Floral Art 
Category 

This year introduces an exciting 
NEW Floral Art category, giving 
creative flower arrangers the 
chance to showcase their talents. 
A new trophy, kindly sponsored 
by Rose Holistic Therapies, will 
be awarded to the winning 
entry. Whether traditional or 
contemporary in style, organisers 
are looking forward to seeing a 
wonderful array of imaginative 
floral displays.

Entries close on Wednesday 
25th March, and full schedules and 
entry details are available online or 
from the Town Council office and 
the Library.

The Spring Show is made 
possible thanks to the generous 
support of local businesses. Sincere 
thanks go to Redfern Osteopaths, 
Savour Kitchen and Farm Shop,  
Rose Holistic Therapies,  
Smart Computers,  
Keynsham Photo Centre,  
Muse Dental, The Old Bank,  
Wild About Flowers, Bargain Booze, 
WW Memorials, FDC Law,  
Perfect Fit and Meryton Place.

Their continued support helps 
ensure this much-anticipated 
community event remains a 
highlight of Keynsham’s spring 
calendar.

For all Show information, 
including how to enter and what’s 
happening on the day, go to our 
website www.keynsham-tc.gov.
uk or follow us on Instagram or 
Facebook. Residents are warmly 
encouraged to get involved and 
support this blooming marvellous 
local tradition. 

Colours 
of spring  
at show’s 
return

Visitors to last year’s Keynsham 
Spring Show Photo: Mike May
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A  S T U N N I N G  N E W  D E V E L O P M E N T  AT  T H E 
C H O C O L AT E  Q U A R T E R  R E T I R E M E N T  V I L L A G E  I N  K E Y N S H A M

Enjoy modern spacious apartments, private balconies, and a wealth of on-site facilities.
Call 0117 363 7160 to fi nd out more or visit the Sales and Marketing Suite at 

The Chocolate Quarter, open Monday to Friday 10.00am – 4.00pm

70%
SOLD

 sales.team@stmonicatrust.org.uk   |   www.stmonicatrust.org.uk   |   Registered Charity 202151

Millstream
S T  M O N I C A  T R U S T

SALTFORD SCOUTS

YOUNG members of 1st Saltford 
Beavers enjoyed an inspiring and 
creative outing this month after 
being invited to the Victoria Art 
Gallery, Bath, to explore its latest 
exhibition, Poster Power! 

During their visit to the show, 
which celebrates more than 200 
years of poster design, the Beavers 
learned how to view artwork 
safely and respectfully, while 
discovering how poster styles have 
evolved across different historical 
periods. They were encouraged 
to take a closer look at the 
displays, identifying subjects and 
recognising key design features in 
the vibrant works on show.

The group also had time to 
enjoy the gallery’s interactive train 
installation, where they listened 
to the atmospheric sounds of old 
steam trains before exploring a 
farmyard-themed area.

Upstairs in the gallery’s 
education space, the Beavers’ 
creativity truly came to life. 
Inspired by the animals they had 
spotted in the posters downstairs, 
they designed and crafted their 

own animal masks. Using an array 
of colours, feathers and sparkles, 
each Beaver created a unique and 
eye-catching design.

The visit concluded with a 
trip to the gallery’s permanent 

collection, where the children 
proudly posed in front of animal 
paintings while wearing their 
handmade masks - a perfect way to 
celebrate their artistic efforts.

The group expressed their 

thanks to the gallery’s community 
engagement officer for delivering 
such an engaging session. The 
Beavers are now looking forward to 
putting their newly developed art 
appreciation skills into practice.

Beavers discover poster power at gallery
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NEWS

PROPOSALS are taking shape for up to 
110 new homes at a site off Manor Road in 
Keynsham.

Taylor Wimpey wants to build the 
properties to the south of its previously 
approved development off Minsmere Road.

The developer held a community drop-in 
event about the Manor Road scheme at 
Keynsham Masonic Hall on February 12.

Taylor Wimpey said it would assess 
public feedback from the event before it 
submits its planning application to Bath & 
North East Somerset Council.

The developer says the scheme is 
purely at the outline stage but is likely to 
include properties of between one and four 
bedrooms, 45% of which will be “affordable”. 
It would also include a new children’s play 
area and public open space.

David Smart, strategic land and planning 
manager at Taylor Wimpey, said: “The 
design is shaped by the site’s natural 
connectivity to the already approved 
Minsmere Road site directly to the north, 
whilst also responding sensitively to the 
nearby Manor Road Community Woodland.

“We’re committed to working closely 
with the community in Keynsham to ensure 
the development reflects local needs and 
aspirations.”

Taylor Wimpey won approval for detailed 
plans for 70 homes on land off Minsmere 
Road in April last year.

B&NES Council granted outline 
permission for the scheme in 2022 but 
refused permission for its subsequent 
detailed proposals, after which Taylor 
Wimpey revised its scheme.

A council report said: “The issues which 
formed reasons for refusal in the previous 
application, including design, ecology 
and sustainable construction, are now 
considered to be overcome.”

110 homes bid on site next to woodland

07958 934903
dixonsplumbingandheating@outlook.com

All domestic plumbing and heating work carried out
Landlord certificates

Gas safety checks
Boiler servicing

Over 20 years’ experience
Friendly no obligation quote
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Land next to Manor Road Community 
Woodland that Taylor Wimpey wants to 
develop. Right, the area outlined in red 
marks the application boundary
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n NEWS

MOTORCYCLE • CAR • MINIBUS • VAN • MOT’S
ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS AND SERVICING UNDERTAKEN

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICING
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Opening Times: 
Monday - Friday 
7.30am - 6.00pm

MOTORCYCLE • CAR • MINIBUS • VAN • MOT’S
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AIR CONDITIONING SERVICING

MOTORCYCLE • CAR • MINIBUS • VAN • MOT’S
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Located on the 
same site as the 
newly opened
 recycling centre

MOT CENTRE

MOTORCYCLE • CAR • MINIBUS • VAN • MOT’S
ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS AND SERVICING UNDERTAKEN

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICING

The cog found under floorboards

A FUNDRAISING appeal has been launched 
to allow part of an old mill’s historic past to 
go on display.

Albert Mill, a Grade II listed building 
at Dapps Hill in Keynsham, was originally 
constructed around 1733-34 by the Bristol 
Brass Company and later used as a cotton 
mill, grist mill, and logwood mill. 

It was rebuilt following a fire in 1873, 
ceased production in 1964 and was converted 
to flats in 1992. 

It still retains its historic mill room, water 
wheels, and grinding stones, which can 
be visited by the public during the annual 
Heritage Open Days weekend.

But a new piece of its history came to light 
during last September’s open days.

Jill Coles, a resident of Albert Mill, said: “I 
noticed that the floorboards were a bit loose. 
So we lifted them, and underneath were the 
original workings of the mill.”

The hidden components consisted of cog 
wheels that connect the mill wheel to the 
grind stones.

Now the mill’s management committee 
has decided that the best way to display 
the cogs is to replace the floorboards with 
toughened glass, similar to the way Roman 
mosaics can be seen in the town’s library.

A dedicated heritage fund has now been 
set up to finance the project, following 
months of the necessary checks and financial 
arrangements. The initial target is £3,900 to 
pay for illuminated glass flooring. 

The fund directors are planning to apply 
to Keynsham Town Council for a grant, as 
well as seeking support from donors, but they 
have also set up a JustGiving page inviting 
donations from the public. Details can be 
found by visiting the albertmill.co.uk website.

Any funds raised beyond the £3,900 
target will be used for future heritage projects 
at the mill, such as repairing rotting wood 
between the grindstones.

As well as its historic mill room, Albert 
Mill still has its water wheel in its garden, 
which overlooks the River Chew with its three 
weirs, mill leat and sluice gate.

The mill is scheduled to open to the public 
again on Heritage Open Days on September 
12 and 13 this year.

Appeal to preserve 
part of mill history
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NEWS

Paul's marathon effort 
for cancer campaign
A LOCAL businessman who raised 
more than £20,000 following his 
first London Marathon last year is 
tackling the challenge again in 2026.

Paul Collings, from Willsbridge, 
will again be running in support 
of Cancer Research UK and the 
Bowelbabe charity.

This year he will be accompanied 
at the London Marathon on April 26 
by his brother Mark, who completed 
the event in 2024.

Paul’s wife Abbie received a stage 
4 terminal bowel cancer diagnosis 
in May 2024, following 12 months 
of chemotherapy and surgery. She 
continues to undergo fortnightly 
treatment, which, thankfully, is still 
holding the tumour sites stable.

He said: “A stark and hopeful 
reality is that the treatment Abbie 
is receiving today simply did not 
exist two years ago. Funding from 
CRUK - made possible entirely 
through public generosity - directly 
drives advancements in screening, 
diagnosis, treatment, and ultimately 

better outcomes for people like 
Abbie.”

Paul, 46, who runs a building 
services consultancy, says Abbie’s 
courage in facing her diagnosis is his 
inspiration. Last year she completed 
the Bath Half Marathon just four 
days after having chemotherapy. The 
couple have two children, Millie, 17, 
and Ben, 14.

Bowelbabe was started by the late 
Dame Deborah James and is “fuelled 
by the spirit of rebellious hope – of 
choosing to remain hopeful in the 
face of overwhelming odds”. Its aim 
is to give more people with cancer 
more time with the people they love.

The family are holding a 
fundraising coffee morning at 
Keynsham Cricket Club on Friday 
April 17 at 10am and would welcome 
donations for the raffle and silent 
auction. To support Paul and Mark’s 
marathon effort, go to fundraise.
cancerresearchuk.org and search 
for 'Paul & Marks London Marathon 
2026' Paul Collings will run in the London Marathon once again
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Unit 5 Ashmead Park, Ashmead Road, Keynsham, BS31 1SX
Telephone: 0117 986 2545

E-Mail: info@wildandlyeremovals.co.uk
www.wildandlyeremovals.co.uk

REMOVALS
Wild and Lye comprises of a team of fully trained 

moving staff who are at hand to make sure that your 
move goes without a hitch. We have many years 

experience in the removal business and pride ourselves 
in offering a fantastic service to every client.

Our professional removals team will take care of your 
every requirement from securely packing your goods, 

transporting your items to the required destination 
and then delicately unpacking all your valuables at 

your desired location.

STORAGE
Should you need to store items, Wild & Lye 

Removals are able to offer you a variety of Secure & 
Confidential storage facilities to suit your 

household or commercial storage requirements, from 
single boxes to entire households or office contents. 
Whilst your goods are in storage, they are placed in 

our secure and alarmed warehouse .                                    

                                   We offer this service at 
                                    great prices, Our friendly, 

                                      trustworthy and professional 
                                      staff will surely be able to 
                                      cater to your every need.

Packing materials 
available for purchase

prices available on request

Please call to discuss 
your requirements and 

competitive rates 

STORAGE / SELF STORE REMOVALS

n NEWS

WORK to 
resurface 
Woollard Lane, 
Whitchurch, has 
been included 
in highway 
maintenance 
plans for  
2026-27.

The scheme, 
costing £700,000, 
has approved by 
Bath & North East 
Somerset Council, 
and samples of 
the current road 
surface were due be taken last month.

Drainage improvements costing 
£30,000 have also been approved in 
Woollard Lane for the next financial year.

Councillor Duncan Hounsell (B&NES, 
Lib Dem, Saltford), whose ward includes 
Woollard Lane, said: “I am very pleased 
that this busy road is being resurfaced. 
A big thank-you to B&NES for making 
Woollard Lane a priority. This will benefit 
all who live and work in the area.”
l The area to be resurfaced is marked 
above in red.

£700k set aside 
for resurfacing

Speed limit cut to 20mph
A NEW 20mph speed limit is being imposed 
along Durley Lane in Keynsham, despite 
opposition from residents.

The new limit starts from the lane’s 
junction with Durley Hill and extends north 
for about 530 metres, beyond the Keynsham 
Bypass. The previous limit was 60mph.

The traffic order proposed by Bath & 
North East Somerset Council received eight 
objections and no comments in support.

Several people commented that the 
proposal did not address the real problems in 
the lane. These included numerous potholes, 
the use of a passing place for residents’ private 
parking, and overgrown verges that narrowed 
the lane by up to 4ft in some places.

They also complained that the speed limit 
map produced by B&NES Council included 
areas of private land that could not be subject 
to speed regulation.

A council officer responded that the map 
had since been corrected to cover only the 
public highway. Concerns about vegetation 
and potholes had been reported to the relevant 
council departments. The request for ‘no 
waiting at any time’ parking restriction at 
passing places would be included in a future 
review of parking restrictions in the area.

The officer said: “Whilst it is recognised 
that the benefits of a 20mph speed limit 
on Durley Lane might not be immediately 

apparent, it is important to remember that 
many rural areas and roads of this nature have 
the potential to be attractive for pedestrians 
and cyclists, particularly for leisure activities. 

“It is not unreasonable, therefore, for 
pedestrians and cyclists to have greater 
confidence that vehicle speeds will be 
appropriate for the road on which they are 
walking, wheeling, or cycling.

“In the event of a collision, a lower speed 
limit is also likely to lessen the severity of any 
potential injuries to those who are involved, 
which aligns with the council’s road safety 
policies.”

Although the new 20mph speed limit was 
due to come into operation on February 2, 
speed limit signs had not been installed at the 
junction with Durley Hill shortly before the 
Voice went to press. B&NES Council said its 
contractor would install signage as soon as 
possible.
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3- 19 April

EASTER
EGGCITEMENT

americanmuseum.org

Easter garden trail

Children’s play area
Craft activities

American Deli treats

NEWS

RESIDENTS are being asked what they 
would like to see in the refurbishment of the 
Park Road play area.

Keynsham Town Council says it wants to 
give the play area some “much-needed TLC” 
and would like local people to fill in an online 
survey to help shape the improvements.

The survey can be found at https://forms.
office.com/e/REy4cA8WeV. 

The link is also available on the Keynsham 
Town Council website or through its 
Facebook page (see its post dated February 
14).

The deadline is Saturday February 28, 

but it is understood that this deadline may 
be extended for further feedback. The town 
council hopes the Park Road scheme will 
“ignite conversations” around the Memorial 
Park refurbishment, a project being overseen 
by Bath & North East Somerset Council that 
is due to be completed in July.

Local Labour councillors have backed the 
town council’s decision to upgrade the Park 
Road play area but say they are concerned 
over the delay at the Memorial Park.

Labour town councillor Martin Burton 
said: “We welcome the decision to invest in 
the Park Road play area, which is good news 

for local children and families and shows the 
importance of continuing to invest in our 
community spaces. 

“However, residents have been waiting 
several years to see improvements at the 
Memorial Park, and it is disappointing that 
work will not begin until July. After such a 
long wait, it is important that the project now 
moves forward without any further delay.”

The Labour group say they are continuing 
to campaign for high-quality public spaces 
due to the number of young families now in 
Keynsham, especially those who live in flats 
or have limited access to play space.

Have your say on giving play area some TLC
Town 
councillors 
Martin 
Burton 
and Dave 
Biddleston 
at the  
Park Road 
play area



Get Solar 
Ready In 2026 

The Good 
Electrical 
Company 

� Local Trusted Installers Based In Bristol 

� Cut your energy bills by at least 80% 

� Existing Solar? Add a battery 
and still keep FIT payments. 

� Heat pump or EV? Combine 
batteries and tariffs to maximise savings 

� Only premium products used, such as 
- � Aiko, Renusol, Van Der Valk+ many more 

� FREE in-person surveys carried out by BPEC qualified engineers. 

CONTACT: ACCREDITATIONS: 

9@ Call or WhatsApp 

0117 251 0125 
181 projects@thegoodelectricalcompany.co.uk 

Go gle *****

APPROVED INSTALLERS: 
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INSTALLER 
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KEYNSHAM METHODISM

AS demolition of Tintagel Court continues and 
the building of the new properties starts to 
become a reality, consideration is being given to 
the names of the new roads. 

Ideas being considered include Bethesda, 
Zion and Victoria in recognition of the different 
strands of Methodism that once existed in 
Keynsham – a town that featured regularly in the 
travels of John Wesley when he was preaching. 

Premises that were once Methodist chapels 
include the new banking hub in the High Street 
and Simply Carpets in Temple Street. During his 
time on the road on horseback, it is estimated 
that he rode over 250,000 miles, and a few years 
ago in celebration of this, my wife Jenny  
co-wrote and directed at Victoria Methodist 
Church a production called Wesley in Keynsham.

The younger John was played by Mark 
Topping, who at the time was the warden at the 
New Room – the oldest Methodist building in 
the world – in Bristol; the middle-aged John was 
the late John Cawley; and the elderly John was 
Derek Bayliss. 

One of my responsibilities was publicity and 
I approached HorseWorld at Whitchurch, who 
kindly arranged one Saturday to bring one of 
their horses to Keynsham for Derek to sit on, in 
front of the church, dressed as Wesley. To comply 
with health and safety regulations, Derek was 
obliged to wear a hard hat under his wig.

During his travels, Mr Wesley kept a daily 

journal, which makes for fascinating reading. 
The following are Wesley’s own words, taken 
from the journal, as used in the script of Wesley in 
Keynsham.

In 1771, a middle-aged Wesley wrote: “I well 
remember preaching in Keynsham - an unruly 
mob of ungodly folk, no better - no worse - than 
many I had met before, who put their trust in the 
alehouse and their own mob rule. About noon I 
preached in Keynsham and not without hope of 
doing some good even there!”

Some 16 years later, now aged 84, 
Wesley wrote on visiting Keynsham again:               
“Sixteen years ago I first saw the seed, long 

planted here, start to spring up. It was a further 
five years before I saw the fruits of our labours. 
Another five years before I saw we would do 
good, even here! And now six years on, I see 
that God has a mighty plan for this place. This 
Nazareth … this place from which men might 
ask – Can anything good come out of here? But I 
have seen the Spirit of God at work in Keynsham 
and it is a work that shall blaze up – it shall not 
be put out!”

One has to wonder what John Wesley’s 
journal entry would be if he was to walk along 
Keynsham High Street in March 2026.

Mike Barrow

‘Unruly mob of ungodly folk’ transformed

Portrait of John Wesley by William Hamilton, 1788    National Portrait Gallery, London

Demolition under way at Tintagel Court
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nWHAT'S ON
Friday March 6
n Keynsham RUHX Fundraising 
Group meets at Keynsham Library 
(ground floor by Pam’s Pantry) 
on the first Friday of the month, 
10am-2pm. Free refreshments, 
chat and a chance to discuss future 
events and plans. Please drop in, 
everyone is welcome. All help 
gratefully received. No financial 
or time obligations/commitments 
necessary. Next month’s meeting 
will be on Friday April 10, 10am-
2pm, due to the Easter weekend.
Monday March 9
n Messy Church at Keynsham 
Methodist Church, Queens Road, 
BS31 2NN, 3.15pm-5.15pm, with 
our usual mix of craft activities, 
Bible story, songs, food and fun.
All are welcome, book your place 
with the church office on 0117 
9149408 or email bookings@
keynshammethodistchurch.co.uk. 
Friday March 13
n Wildlife talk “Messing About 
on the River”, Keynsham Baptist 
Church, BS31 1DS, starting 
at 7.30pm. Entrance, Avon 
Wildlife Trust members £3.50, 
non-members £5, to include 
refreshments served at 7.15pm. All 
welcome, no booking required.
Saturday March 14
n Keynsham Orchestra concert 
featuring music from The 
Planets, Star Wars, Star Trek and 
E.T. St John’s Parish Church, 
7.30pm. Tickets £10 or £8.50 for 
concessions, available on the door.
Sunday March 22
n Keynsham Royal British 
Legion Women’s Section spring 
fundraising event, flea market, 
12pm-4pm. Upstairs function 
room (stair access only), Royal 
British Legion Club, Charlton 
Road, Keynsham, BS31 2JA. 
Refreshments available. Tea, coffee, 
squash, ham or cheese rolls, cakes. 
Charity no. 219279. Our proceeds 
to the RBLWS benevolent fund 
supporting serving personnel’s 
families.

Tuesday March 24
n Saltford and Keynsham Flower 
Club will demonstrate hand 
tie, and wrapping techniques 
for flowers, 2pm, Saltford Hall. 
Also, items for the club’s stall 
at Keynsham Spring Show can 
be prepared. Visitors are very 
welcome, £8.

Friday April 17
n Coffee morning in aid of 
Bowelbabe, Keynsham Cricket 
Club, Wellsway, Keynsham, BS31 
1HU, 10am-12.30pm. All welcome.

REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays

n The Royal British Legion  
Women’s Section Keynsham Branch 
meets on the first Monday of each 
month upstairs at the RBL Club, 
Charlton Road, Keynsham, BS31 
2JA, 7.30pm. Occasional speakers, 
social events and outings. 
n Keynsham Bridge Club can now 
welcome new experienced players 
to our Monday evening sessions. 
Contact Pat 07442 160553 or  
Diane 0117 9861267.

n Key Voices Community Choir 
meets Mondays at 7.30pm at St. 
Dunstan’s Church Hall, BS31 2BQ 
(or third Monday of month at Royal 
British Legion). We sing a wide 
range of music, with occasional 
performances and social events. 
Friendly non-auditioned choir, all 
are welcome. First session free.

n Key Ring, second Monday of the 
month, Key Centre, Charlton Road, 
Keynsham, 2.30pm to 4pm. 

n Saltford Whist Club, Saltford Hall. 
Monday afternoons 1.30pm-4pm. 
Contact Malcolm 01225 872555. 

n Keynsham Brass Band, 
Broadlands School, St Francis Road, 
Keynsham, 7.30pm to 9.30pm term 
time. Trombonists particularly 
needed for traditional brass band. 
Friendly, relaxed group who play 
at summer fetes in Keynsham 
Memorial Park and a few concerts. 
Call Sarah Medley on 
0117 4625626 or email 
sarah.medley1@btinternet.com, or 
see the Facebook page or webpage 
(Keynsham Brass Band).

n Children’s Code Club (Years 4-6), 
Keynsham Community Hub, 67 
Queens Road. Create games and 
animations, 4.30pm–5.30pm.

n Foodbank, Key Centre, Charlton 
Road, Keynsham, 10am-12pm (not 
bank holidays). 

Mondays/Tuesdays 

 
n Seated Pilates Class  
Mondays and Tuesdays  
11-11.30 am, Saltford Hall 
(Avon Room), Wedmore Road, 
Saltford.  
Seated Pilates includes all the 
benefits of a general class but 
the exercises are adapted for 
a seated or standing position. 
Ideal for those with a long-
term health condition (e.g. 
arthritis or Parkinson’s), loss of 
confidence, or those wanting 
to get fitter but have difficulty 
attending a floor-based session. 
6-week block of classes £54.  
You are welcome to do a trial 
class first, £10. 
Please book your place by 
contacting Kate 07454 047536 
www.corerehab-physio.co.uk 

 
n Beginners Pilates 
Keynsham High Street. 
Friendly classes, helping to 
improve balance, strength and 
increasing flexibility. Mondays 
5.45pm, Tuesday 9.30am 
(older adults). Call or message 
Sandhya 07565 976 129. 

Mondays/Weds/Thursdays

n The Victoria Centre of the 
Methodist Church in Keynsham 
High Street is open from 10am to 
12 noon for coffee, biscuits and a 
chat. A great place to meet people. 
We have a children’s area for play, 
and a book and card sale table. 
Come and join us, all are welcome.

Mondays/Fridays
n Butterflies Haven, charity for 
families of children with autism, 
sessions Monday 6.30pm-8.30pm 

for our older 11-18 year olds and 
Friday 5.30pm-7.30pm for our 
4-11year olds. Sessions are held 
at St Francis Church, Keynsham. 
A safe space for children to 
be themselves supported by 
volunteers.  To join Butterflies 
Haven and get two taster sessions, 
complete the application form on 
www.butterflies-haven.com
Mondays/Thursdays 

 
n Yoga For Men 
Monday 7-8pm and Thursday 
7.30-8.30pm. Mixed ability. 
Two Rivers School, Hygge Park, 
BS31 1GE. Free 1st class, £9 
thereafter. Loyalty card. Book 
online. Pay on the night - cash 
or contactless.  
See www.yogadad.co.uk for 
further details.  

Tuesdays
n Keynsham Mencap Football 
Team has spaces more people to 
join. They meet 7pm- 8.30pm on 
Tuesdays at Broadlands School. 
Open to people aged 16 and over 
with a learning disability and 
autism. Contact us by emailing 
Laura@keynshammencap.org.uk. 

n Welsh conversation group, 
The Old Manor House, Bristol 
Road, Keynsham, 7pm-8.30pm, 
third Tuesday of the month – 
February 17, March 17, April 
21, May 19, June 16, July 21, 
(August no meeting), September 
15, October 20, November 17, 
December 15. Free to attend. 
Organiser Catherine Dhanjal. Call 
Catherine on 07941669925 or 
follow https://www.facebook.com/
CymraegBrysteCaerfaddon.

n Badminton - friendly, beginners 
and improvers, mixed, adult 
(18 - 80) group play every Tuesday 
10am-12 noon at Keynsham 
Leisure Centre. Ring Clive 0117 
9866793 or just turn up.

n Keynsham Orchestra rehearsals, 
Queen’s Road Methodist Church 
Hall, 7.30pm-9.30pm. For 
more information, visit www.
keynshamorchestra.org.uk/ 

n Keynsham Girls’ Brigade for 
girls aged 4 to 15 meet during 
term time, 6pm-7pm, at the Key 
Centre, Charlton Road, Keynsham. 
For more details, contact Linda on 
lindachrisp@hotmail.com.

n St Keyna Townswomen’s Guild 
meets at the Fear Hall, Keynsham, 
from 10am to 12pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month. Contact Jill 
on 07446915414.

We would love 
to publicise 
your event
Send details of your 
events and activities in 
the following format:

WHAT IT IS
WHERE IT IS
WHEN IT IS
Email us at:
news@keynshamvoice.co.uk
or call us on 0117 908 2121/ 
07715 770448

OVER 30s DANCE PARTY 
at the superb  
BAWA Club, Filton 
... on the FIRST Friday of every MONTH 
(NO dance in August or January) It’s the 
ideal night out for the 30-60 age range.
Come dance and socialise amongst a 
friendly, lively crowd. Dancing Thru’ the 
Decades includes Motown, Soul, Club 
Classics… Music you can relate to. Club 
times are 9 ‘til 1. Last entry 11pm – very 
smart casual. No t-shirts or trainers 
and gents required to wear collared 
shirts. Entry: £8. www.mingles.co.uk. 
Facebook: @Luv2mingle
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n Keynsham Sequence Dance 
Club, 7.30pm-10pm, Fear Hall, 
Keynsham, every Tuesday. 
Contact Brian and Jo, Keynsham 
Sequence Dance Club, on 0117 
9868540, or just turn up. Everyone 
welcome.

n Scrabble Club, Keynsham 
Community Hub, 67 Queens Road, 
2pm-4pm.

n Saltford Village Choir continues 
to prepare for its summer concert 
from 7.30pm in the Wansdyke 
Room behind the main hall at 
Saltford Hall. Come along and try 
it out.

n Public Living Room, Keynsham 
Community Hub, 67 Queens Road. 
An open space to relax, keep warm, 
have a lunch, and meet other 
people. 12.30pm-4pm.

n Ladies group meets on 
alternative Tuesdays - March 3, 17 
and 31 - at Keynsham Methodist 
Church, Queens Road, BS31 2N, 
2.30pm-4pm.

n Craft group meets on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of the month in 
the Fellowship Room, Key Centre, 
Charlton Road, Keynsham, 2pm-
4pm. All welcome.

Tuesdays/Weds/Saturdays

n The Somerdale Shed and 
Community Garden is open 
Tuesday 6.30pm-9pm, Wednesday 
9.30am to midday, and Saturday 
9.30am to midday.

Tuesdays/Thursday

n Play & Shine - new stay & play for 
children with SEN (with or without 
a diagnosis) 9.30am-11.30am, 
Queen’s Road Methodist Church, 
Keynsham, BS31 2NN, Tuesday 
and Thursdays (term time only) 
for children aged 0–5 years. Free 
entry. Children can enjoy activities 
including sensory play, messy 
play, construction play, outdoor 
activities, music, role play, and a 
quiet area when they need calm 
time. Parents and carers stay 
during the session, with friendly 
volunteers on hand to support 
activities - giving you the chance 
to relax with a tea or coffee while 
your child plays. To register your 
interest, please email molly@
keynshammencap.org.uk.

Tuesdays/Sundays

n Indoor rowing classes Tues 7pm 
& Sun 10.15am, Saltford Rowing 
Centre, Bath Road, Saltford, BS31 
3JS. Go Row Indoor exercise 
class caters for people of all ages 
and levels of fitness.  Classes 

last 45-60 minutes using rowing 
machines. First class free, then £5 
(or £18 pm).  Email gorowindoor@
avoncountyrowingclub.org.
uk to book. More details http://
avoncountyrowingclub.org.uk/

Wednesdays

n German conversation group, Old 
Manor House Hotel, Keynsham, 
7pm-9pm, second Wednesday of the 
month - February 11, March 11, April 
8, May 13, June 10, July 8, (August no 
meeting), September 9, October 14, 
November 11, December 9. Free to 
attend. Organiser Steve James. Join 
Keynsham Stammtisch on Facebook.

n French conversation group, Old 
Manor House Hotel, Keynsham, 
7pm-8.30pm, fourth Wednesday 
of the month - February 25, March 
25, April 22, May 27, June 24, 22nd 
July 22, (August no meeting), 
September 23, October 28, 
November 25, December 23 (TBC). 
Free to attend. Organisers Steve 
James and Catherine Dhanjal. Call 
Catherine on 0794 1669925 or join 
L’Amicale Francaise de Keynsham  
on Facebook.

n Hanham Bridge Club meets 
every Wednesday 7pm-10pm at 
Hanham Community Centre. New 
members and visitors welcome. 
See www.hanhambridgeclub.co.uk 
or call Graham 07790 491564.

n Coffee and Craft, Keynsham 
Community Hub, 67 Queens Road, 
10am-12 noon. For anyone who 
enjoys crafting with like-minded 
people.

n Buggy walk, meet outside 
Keynsham Methodist Church, 
Victoria Centre, High Street, for 
coffee and play, every Wednesday 
in March.

 
n Keynsham’s popular Good 
Afternoon Community Choir 
from 2pm-4pm at Keynsham 
Methodist Church / Victoria 
Centre. NO auditions and NO 
charge to attend your first ‘meet 
us’ rehearsal. Everyone welcome 
www.goodafternoonchoir.org 

n Oldland Ukulele Club is a mixed-
ability group who meet every 
Wednesday at 1.30pm at Oldland 
Common United Reformed Church 
(the blue church), High Street, 
Oldland Common, BS30 9QN. Call/
text ‘Ukulele’ Ben on 07910 668258.

n Discipleship group meets on the 
first and third Wednesday of the 
month at  Keynsham Methodist 
Church, Victoria Centre, High 
Street, 10.30am-11.30am.

n Hanham Bridge Club meets 
each Wednesday 7-10pm at 
Hanham Community Centre, new 
members welcome. See www.
hanhambridgeclub.co.uk or call 
Graham 07790 491564.

Wednesdays/Thurs/Friday

n TimeOut Youth Centre,  
16 Bath Hill, Keynsham, holds open 
drop-in sessions on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. The free 
sessions include cooking, baking, 
music studio recording, pool, table 
tennis, computers for internet use, 
gaming, arts & crafts, and other 
activities during half term and 
summer holidays.  
Wednesdays 6-8pm 14-19 years 
Thursdays 6-8pm 14-19 years 
Fridays 4-6pm 11-14 years 
For more information or queries, 
phone 0117 9868683 or email 
youthleader@keynsham-tc.gov.uk. 
Spaces available.

Thursdays
n Saltford Bridge Club is a friendly 
group that meets to play duplicate 
bridge on Thursday evenings at 
Saltford Golf Club. New members 
welcome. If you don’t have a 
partner, the club can often find one 
for you. For details, contact Val on 
07989775780. 

 
n Pilates Classes  
Taught by Chartered 
Physiotherapist Kate 
Thurs 7-7.55pm (Intermediate) 
Thurs 8-8.55pm (Beginners) 
St Francis Church, Warwick Rd, 
Keynsham. 
6-week block of classes £60.  
You are welcome to do a trial 
class first, £10 
1:1 sessions also available at my 
studio in Saltford 
Book online or by contacting 
Kate 07454 047536 
www.corerehab-physio.co.uk 

n Keynsham & Saltford Dementia 
Action Alliance runs Music for the 
Mind sessions for people living 
with dementia and their carers. St 
Dunstan’s Church Hall, Keynsham,  
2nd and 4th Thursdays of each 
month, 10.30am-12.15pm. Singing 
and gentle exercises from 11am. 
No charge. www.keynshamdaa.
co.uk, ksdaa22@gmail.com or  
07392442966. 

n ASP Poetry Circle, free entry, 
every third Thursday of each 
month, 11am-12pm, Keynsham 
Library, upstairs balcony, 
diagonally across from table in 
corner, by the window. Bring 

two or three poems, own or 
another poet’s, to share. https://
asppoetrycircle.wordpress.com/

n Spanish class, Keynsham 
Community Hub, 67 Queens Road, 
7pm-8.30pm.

n Longwell Green Orchestra 
meet each Thursday at Longwell 
Green Community Centre, 7.30pm 
to 9.40pm. We have players 
of all abilities. Email Contact@
longwellgreenorchestra.org.
uk beforehand to tell us what 
instrument and what level.

n Midweek worship at the 
Keynsham Methodist Church 
coffee morning (Victoria Centre, 
BS31 2JA). Join us for a relaxed 
short service at 11am. All welcome. 

n Art class, Keynsham Community 
Hub, 67 Queens Road, 10am-12 
noon (term time only). Run by Bath 
City College. Learn and develop 
your artistic skills.

n Dorothy House Coffee 
Connection, Keynsham Community 
Hub, 67 Queens Road, 10am-12 
noon. A social group for anyone 
affected by cancer or life-limiting 
illness.

n Get fit in 2026! Try social 
badminton for fun and fitness - 
only £3.20. No experience? No 
racket? No problem! Play at your 
own pace. Join friendly, mixed 
adult group (18-80+) drop-in 
session in Keynsham, Thursdays 
10am-12noon. Ring Clive 
01179866793.

n Keynsham Town walking 
football for the over-50s, 7.15pm-
8.30pm. Play football at a slower 
pace for fun and fitness. New 
members welcome. Contact 
keynshamtownwf@gmail.com. 

Fridays

 
n Pilates Classes  
Taught by Chartered 
Physiotherapist Kate 
Fri 10.30 -11.25 am (mixed 
ability level), St Francis Church, 
Warwick Rd, Keynsham. 
6-week block of classes £60.  
You are welcome to do a trial 
class first, £10. 
1:1 sessions also available at my 
studio in Saltford 
Book online or by contacting 
Kate 07454 047536 
www.corerehab-physio.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

nWHAT'S ON

n What’s On continues on 
Page 36
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nWHAT'S ON
Fridays
n Baby Comes Too toddler group meet 
every Friday in term time at Keynsham 
Methodist Church, Victoria Centre, High 
Street, 10am-12pm. All welcome. For 
more information email bookings@
keynshammethodistchurch.co.uk 

n Babies and Breakfast, Keynsham 
Community Hub, 67 Queens Road, 
10am-12 noon. For all mums with babies 
(up to 6 months). Meet other mums and 
share experiences.
n CAMEO, Keynsham Methodist Church 
group for people living alone, coffee 
morning at the Key Centre, Charlton 
Road, Keynsham, 2pm-3pm, first Friday 
of the month.  All welcome.

n Golden Oldies singing group, Key 
Centre, Charlton Road, Keynsham, 2pm-
3pm, with Sue Crick, on the last Friday 
of the month. All welcome. For more 
information, visit . https://www.golden-
oldies.org.uk

Saturday

n Keynsham Sequence Dance Club 
Monthly Dance, 7.30pm to 10.30pm, Fear 
Hall, Keynsham, third Saturday of the 
month. Contact Brian and Jo, Keynsham 
Sequence Dance Club, on 01179868540 
or just turn up. Refreshments (coffee/tea 
and biscuits), £5 each.

n Volunteers at Keynsham Repair Cafe 
– a free monthly event, with a café, at 
Keynsham Baptist Church, High Street 
– fix everyday household items like 
toasters and lamps, sew a button onto a 
jacket, glue a handle back onto a mug, 
as well as more unusual items. Every 
second Saturday (same as Keynsham 
Farmers Market), 10am–12pm. 
keynshamrepaircafe.wixsite.com/home.

n Bible group, Keynsham Community 
Hub, 67 Queens Road, 12.30am-4pm, 
alternate Saturdays.  

n Cllr George Leach and Cllr Alex 
Beaumont surgery at Keynsham Library, 
10.30am-11.30am, on Market Saturday 
(second Saturday of the month) to 
help residents with issues or advice, No 
appointment necessary.  

Sundays

 
n Keynsham Kings Flag American 
Football. Do you fancy trying out 
a new sport? Do you love the NFL? 
Flag American football is taking 
the UK by storm as a fast-paced, 
non-contact version of American 
football. Training: Sundays 10.30am-
1pm, Manor Road Playing Fields. 
Mixed sport - anyone 16 years-plus 
welcome. No previous experience 
needed. Contact us for more info on 
the Keynsham Kings Facebook or 
Instagram pages.  

by Simon Parsons, Keynsham resident and 
teaching fellow in law, Bath Spa University

PAX Americana refers to the period of relative 
world peace and stability since World War II, 
driven by the economic, military, and cultural 

pre-eminence of the USA. But it is beginning to 
break down as in its place there is reemergence of 
the dominance of the nation state. 

The United States, by attacking Venezuela 
and abducting its president Nicolas Maduro, is 
reasserting the US Munroe Doctrine of ‘we are in 
charge of all the Americas’. 

There is a loss of US interest of what happens in 
Ukraine, as President Trump wants the Ukrainians to 
give up one fifth of their land mass to the Russians to 
achieve a peace. 

Trump suggested he would attack Iran if 
innocent civilians were killed. Tens of thousands 
have now died, and only now is Trump sabre-rattling, 
but he does not care about the Iranian people and 
democracy. What Trump wants is for the Iranians to 
give up their nuclear weapons ambitions. 

Trump is more interested in the Americas, and he 
is currently trying to assert control of Greenland on 
the basis that it ‘ought to belong to the USA’ because 
of its strategic position.  

There is a breakdown of rules-based international 
law. The United Nations Charter prohibits the threat 
or use of force against the territorial integrity of 
politically independence of states. Force may be 
used by states only for self-defence against an armed 
attack or pursuant to a UN Security Council decision 
giving appropriate authorisation.

The United States was not acting in self-defence 
when it attacked Venezuela and did not even argue 
that defence before the UN Security Council. Instead 
it was argued the attack was to prevent Venezuela 
oil reserves being controlled by adversaries. It’s 
all about might is right with Trump – he was not 
embarrassed about breaking the UN Charter as he 
maintains he is not bound by international law, only 
his own morality. 

The attack on Venezuela, although unlawful 
under international law, would be worthwhile if it 
led to a democratically elected government. Nicolas 
Maduro headed up a government of gangsters 

which refused to accept the landslide victory of the 
Venezuelan opposition headed by María Parisca in 
the 2024 general election. Yet Trump maintains she 
does not have support of the Venezuelan people. 
And the gangsters are still in charge in Venezuela. 

And what of the trial of Nicolas Maduro in a US 
Federal Court in New York? He has been charged 
with running a “corrupt, illegitimate government” 
which has an extensive drug-trafficking operation 
that flooded the US with cocaine. That is going to be 
difficult to prove beyond reasonable doubt as most 
drugs come into the US via Mexican organised crime 
groups, with cocaine originating in Columbia not 
Venezuela. 

Maduro will argue that he has personal head-
of-state immunity for all acts - the principle of 
international law that one state cannot put on trial a 
serving head of state of another state. 

He could also argue his abduction was unlawful 
under US law because, under the US written 
constitution, only Congress can authorise the use of 
force and not the President, unless there is an armed 
attack on the US. Congress did not authorise the use 
of force against Venezuela and there was no attack 
on the US. 

Since 2008, world living standards have been 
stagnant, leading to a rise in popularism involving 
strong leaders. There is a loss of confidence in 
democracy so that only strong leaders can get 
thing done. International law is supposed to stop 
what occurred in Venezuela, but does that action 
encourage other states to act, such as China taking 
Taiwan or Turkey taking Greek islands? Smaller states 
must fight for rule-based international law. 

The demise of Pax Americana
nWORLD EVENTS

Greenland image courtesy of Barni1 on pixabay

1898 political cartoon: 
“Ten Thousand Miles 
From Tip to Tip” meaning 
the extension of US 
domination (symbolised 
by a bald eagle) from 
Puerto Rico to the 
Philippines

Donald Trump photo: 
Daniel Torok,  
Library of Congress
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PLANS to knock down a Saltford bungalow 
and build a “cramped” cul-de-sac on its 
garden have been unanimously rejected.

Every councillor on Bath and North East 
Somerset Council’s planning committee 
voted to turn down a planning application 
to demolish 22 Tyning Road and build a cul-
de-sac with five bungalows in its place and 
across its “rather large” rear garden.

Speaking for applicant Sandy Veer at 
the committee meeting on January 21, the 
scheme’s architect John Blake said: “Her 
mum and dad loved their large garden, 
and large amounts of vegetables, fruit, and 
even grapes in the greenhouses were grown 
up until 10 years ago, when the garden 
became too much for them. They are now in 
retirement living accommodation.”

He said: “The site itself is nearly a quarter 
of a hectare in area. The existing bungalow 
is over 70 years old and is tired and has been 
extended many times in its life. This is an 
inefficient use of space.”

But a local resident urged councillors to 
turn down the plans, or at least require major 
changes. 

They said: “The proposal places new 
dwellings and gardens immediately alongside 
existing homes. This results in a significant 
loss of privacy and a sense of enclosure.”

The plan also faced opposition from both 
of Saltford’s local councillors. 

Duncan Hounsell (Liberal Democrat) 
warned: “The layout proposed appears 
unnatural and cramped.”

Chris Warren (Independents for B&NES) 
added: “Five properties on this plot is 
overdevelopment of the site.”

Planning committee member Paul 
Crossley (Southdown, Liberal Democrat) 
said: “This is one of the most overdeveloped 
schemes I have seen for a long time.” 

He said the development was “completely 
inappropriate” in Saltford and might even be 
turned down in Bath.

Several councillors also raised concerns 
about the size of the proposed bungalow’s 
gardens - particularly the small gardens 
proposed at the end of the cul-de-sac. 

Only Tim Warren (Midsomer Norton 

Redfield, Conservative) said he was not 
concerned about the size of the gardens, 
commenting: “If you don’t want a small 
garden, you don’t buy it.”

The development was rejected on the 
grounds of the “cramped layout and lack of 
green and amenity space” having a negative 
impact on the area’s character, and the harm 
to neighbours’ “residential amenity.”

Councillors made their decision despite 
the council being behind on its housing 
supply. In 2024, the government doubled 
B&NES Council’s housing target. As a result, 
the council is no longer able to demonstrate 
a five-year housing supply, which means 
councillors are required to weigh up planning 
applications with a “tilted balance” in favour 
of development.

Councillors were reminded that the 
“tilted balance” meant that the harms of a 
development would have to demonstrably 
outweigh the benefits to a significant degree 
if the council wanted to be able to defend the 
decision.

Council officers warned councillors: “We 
haven’t had much experience with that in 
B&NES before but, looking nationwide and 
looking at the trend for appeal decisions, it 
is a very significant consideration that you 
should weigh heavily in your minds.”

John Wimperis,  
Local Democracy Reporting Service

Plan for bungalows cul-de-sac refused
NEWS

An artist’s impression 
of the plan
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PEN TO PAPER

Rain, rain go away,
We’ve had enough of you today,
And yesterday, the day before,
We just can’t take it anymore.

‘Unsettled weather’ is the term,
That they use – it makes me squirm,
Why ‘unsettled’ I can’t see,
Seems the opposite to me.

Rain keeps raining every day,
Little sunshine, skies are grey,
Streams and rivers overflowing,
Flood plains flooded, cold winds blowing.

We’ve had a record Jan and Feb,
So it tells us on the web,
The situation is now dire,
Please let March be somewhat drier.

George Liddell

Keynsham Creative Writers welcome new 
members – call George Liddell on 0117 914 8654

Rain

Cold frosty mornings are coming our way,
For the weather it changes, day after day.
Dark clouds may loom, a damp misty dawn.
Suitable clothes will need to be worn.

Decisions to make, to go out, or stay in?
But taking a walk soon lifts up the chin.
Fighting the wind with red rosy cheeks,
When the clouds start to part, sunshine through peeks.

Meeting friends on the way, stop for a while,
A chat, a shared joke, will shorten the mile.
Take time for a cuppa, or even a snack,
Then happy and warm, make the way back.

Walking briskly or slowly is sure to relax,
Leaving all worries behind, at our backs.
And God will walk with us, wherever we go, 
His love, and His blessings, around us will flow.

Sylvia Kirby

POETRY CORNER
March Weather

NEWS

TRIBUTES have been paid to war veteran 
Stan Ford, who survived the D-Day 
landings and has died at the age of 100.

Stan, of Bath, celebrated his 100th 
birthday at a party with family and friends 
in Keynsham Masonic Hall last May. He 
was also a member of a war veterans’ club 
that meets in Saltford.

Stan served with the Royal Navy 
during the Second World War and 
was aboard HMS Fratton when it was 
torpedoed off the coast of Normandy in 
August 1944.

He suffered a fractured spine and 
injuries to both legs when the stricken 
vessel sank. Although 38 crew members 
were rescued, 31 lost their lives.

Stan later became an ambassador 
for the British Normandy Memorial and 
regularly returned to France to honour 
fallen soldiers by keeping their memory 
alive.

Stan was also the oldest member of 
the City of Bath Armed Forces & Veterans 
Breakfast Club (AFVBC), which meets at 
the Riverside Inn at Saltford every month.

It was a talk that Stan gave to the club 
about his experiences on the Normandy 
beaches that inspired Dave Westall, who 
helps to run the club, to embark on a 
sponsored walk that raised thousands of 

pounds for the Spirt of Normandy Trust 
in 2024.

Councillor Kevin Guy, leader of Bath & 
North East Somerset Council, said: “I was 
deeply saddened to hear of the passing 
of Stan Ford. On behalf of Bath & North 
East Somerset Council, I extend heartfelt 
condolences to Stan’s family, friends and 
all who knew him.

“Stan was an extraordinary member 
of our community. Only last year, I was 
proud to join him, his family and friends 
to celebrate his 100th birthday, marking 
not just a remarkable milestone in years, 
but a life defined by service, resilience and 
dedication to remembering those who did 
not return from war.

“Many residents will also remember 
Stan with great pride when he carried the 
Commonwealth Baton through the streets 
of Bath as part of the Queen’s Baton 
Relay, a moment that symbolised both his 
personal courage and his contribution to 
public life.

“Stan’s service to his country, and his 
commitment to sharing his experiences 
with future generations, will not be 
forgotten. He will be remembered with 
deep respect and gratitude by our city and 
wider community. Our thoughts are with 
his loved ones at this difficult time.”

War veteran Stan dies, 100

Choirs joins forces for concert
TWO of the Good Afternoon Choirs 
founded by Grenville Jones will come 
together for a concert at St John’s 
Church, Keynsham, next month.

They will also welcome special guests 
Keynsham Show Choir to the event on 
Wednesday April 1, starting at 7.30pm.

Keynsham Good Afternoon 
Choir, led by John Hare, and South 
Gloucestershire Good Afternoon Choir, 
led by Matt Finch, will perform a variety 
of songs as a massed choir of more than 
100 voices.

The choirs are part of a Good 
Afternoon Choir family of more than 

30 mixed-voice community choirs 
with 1,400 singers who “sing in the 
afternoon” around the South West, 
Wales and London. Keynsham Show 
Choir, led by Fran Jones, will perform 
songs from West End musicals as well 
as lesser-known off-Broadway gems, all 
sung in a-capella.

Tickets for the concert are £12 
(under-16s free) on the door from 7pm 
or available from gac.ticketlight.co.uk 
or by calling 0844 888 9991. 

For more information, visit the Good 
Afternoon Choir website –  
www.goodafternoonchoir.org Keynsham Good Afternoon Choir

Right, 
D-Day 
veteran 
Stan Ford 
celebrating 
his 100th 
birthday 
with 
Councillor 
Kevin 
Guy and 
Councillor 
Karen 
Walker at 
Keynsham 
Masonic 
Hall last 
year
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PROPERTY

Nestled in the charming village of Saltford, 
this exquisite three-bedroom semi-
detached house offers a perfect blend of 
period elegance and modern convenience. 

Located in the High Street, it offers 
easy access to local shops, essential 
amenities, and excellent transport links, 
while being just a stone’s throw away from 
delightful riverside pubs and scenic walks.

This property has been meticulously 
renovated to a very high standard by the 
current owners. The extensive upgrades 
include a new heating system, updated 
electrics, and uPVC double-glazed 
windows.

Inside, the home retains its charming 
period features, such as elegant alcoves, 
high ceilings, and distinctive period 
radiators. The layout is practical and 
inviting, making it ideal for families or 
those seeking a serene retreat. 

The property boasts off-street parking, 
a valuable asset in this desirable location. 
The rear garden offers a private outdoor 
space, while current planning permission 

for a rear extension linking the main 
property to the garage (plans are available 
to view) presents an exciting opportunity 
to further enhance the property.

This semi-detached gem in Saltford 
is not just a house; it is a home that 
combines historical charm with 
modern living, making it a must-see for 
anyone looking to settle in this vibrant 
community.

Arrange your viewing with 
Eveleighs on 01225 360360

SALTFORD 
offers over  
£625,000
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Over 270 reviews
Average 4.9 stars
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www.eveleighs.com
info@eveleighs.com

SCAN NOW
Direct link to eveleighs.com

Friendly Team

Excellent Reputation

Good Local Knowledge

Unrivalled Marketing

Open 8.00am to 8.00pm

*
*
*
*
*

ESTATE & LETTING AGENTS
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LynneTracey Stacey JamieVicki

MEET THE EVELEIGHS TEAM
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FRY’S BOWLING CLUB

THE winter period may be quieter on the green, 
but Fry’s members have still had plenty to do 
during these cold months. 

Throughout the autumn and winter seasons, 
the club has run popular short-mat sessions 
since they were introduced a few years ago.

The club now hosts six sessions throughout 
the week, on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons. With over 30 members playing, the 
short mat has proven a great way to keep the 
club together regularly throughout the winter.

The final social event of 2025 was the 
Christmas coffee morning, attended by over 
50 members and guests. Along with the coffee 
and mince pies, Chris Davies provided the 
entertainment with musical quizzes which 
included a Christmas carol bingo game.

Winter activities took a break through 
January as the clubhouse interior was 
refurbished, courtesy of a grant from St Monica 
Trust. An event is planned for April to celebrate 
the new look.

With the redecoration done, short-mat 
sessions resumed, and the first social event of 
2026 was a Valentine’s Day celebration which 
featured a love songs and Catchphrase quiz, as 
well as a singalong from Chris Davies, to go with 
the ploughman’s supper provided by a team of 
club members.

Preparations have started for the outdoor 
season, only a month away, with the fixture list 

nearly complete and the green team working 
hard getting the green ready.

For more information about the club, or 
to give bowls a try, please visit our website 
frysbowlingclub.wixsite.com/frys, search Frys 
Bowling Club on Facebook, follow us on X 
(formerly Twitter) @FrysBowls, or contact our 
secretary, Stephen Day – email frysbowlsclub@
gmail.com, phone 01225 872959.

Fun indoors 
as the new 
season looms

SALTFORD LAWN TENNIS CLUB

HOW many tennis balls are used at the 
Wimbledon championships each year? The 
answer is at the end of this article.

Saltford Hall was packed out with 150 keen 
quizzers on Saturday February 7 for a joint quiz 
night hosted by Saltford Lawn Tennis Club and 
Saltford Community Association (SCA).  

The quizmaster was John Sweet, a 
formidable tennis player, who has come up with 
almost 2,000 questions over the years.  

There was a record attendance at the 
fundraising event and the battle for first place 
was fierce. In the end, ‘Answering Machine’ won 
with 197 points out of 207, which is thought to 
be a new record.  

The fundraising continues on April 18 with 

the tennis club’s open day. We have been lucky 
enough to get several former Davis Club and 
Wimbledon players to help us on the day by 
providing coaching clinics, taster sessions, 
fastest serve, and an exhibition match between 
the professionals and club members. 

It’s a rare chance to see top-level tennis up 

close - more details will be available on our 
website soon and in next month’s article.

The money raised will go towards improving 
facilities and providing tennis for all ages and 
abilities, from toddlers to the over 80s. 

You can find out more by emailing  
sec.saltfordtennis@gmail.com or visiting our 
website at www.saltfordtennisclub.co.uk. 

We are also pleased to serve up a new 
logo to replace the old one, 
produced by John Sweet, 
that has served us well. We 
can now produce branded 
clothing and signs for our 
clubhouse. 

Answer: 55,000.

Record 
turnout 
at quiz 
night
A packed Saltford Hall 
during the quiz night 
hosted by Saltford Lawn 
Tennis Club and Saltford 
Community Association
Below, quizmaster  
John Sweet in action



TOM DAY LTDTOM DAY LTD

Telephone: (0117) 9864922 / (0117) 9868531
Email: enquiries@fuelinjectionservices.com
Durley Lane • Keynsham • Bristol • BS31 2AJ

Vehicle Diagnostic specialist
Hybrid & Electric service & repair centre
Service & general repairs
Mots arranged
Air Conditioning service & repairs

www.fuelinjectionservices.com
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KEYNSHAM HOCKEY CLUB

KEYNSHAM Hockey Club are used 
to battling local rivals week in 
week out across their leagues, but 
on Sunday February 1 they played 
a match with a very different 
purpose. 

The club’s mixed team travelled 
to Birmingham to take part in a 
friendly fixture held in memory of 
former player Daniel Money.

Daniel came through the 
Keynsham Hockey Club academy 
and went on to play in the club’s 
men’s teams before leaving for 
Birmingham University to study 
medicine. While there, he joined 
Birmingham MedSoc Hockey Club 
in 2016 and became their club 
chair in his fourth year.

After qualifying as a doctor in 
2021, Daniel stayed in Birmingham 
to work as a junior doctor at 
Heartlands Hospital. 

In November 2022, he was 
diagnosed with stage 4 bowel 
cancer. Daniel lost his brave battle 
in September 2025. 

The friendly match was 
organised to honour his life, his 
love of the sport, and the impact 
he had on everyone around him.

The day was filled with warmth 
and togetherness, as Keynsham 
players were welcomed by Daniel’s 
university friends and teammates, 
with a large crowd gathering to 
support both sides. 

The Medics ran out 4–1 winners, 
but the result was secondary to the 
spirit of the occasion. 

Daniel’s family travelled to 
support Keynsham from the 
sidelines, including his brother  
Joe Money, also a keen hockey 
player, who played for Keynsham 

on the day. After a fantastic 
performance, Joe was rightly 
named player of the match in a 
fitting tribute to his brother.

Speaking after the match, 
Katherine Sears, chair of Keynsham 
Hockey Club, said: “Daniel was a 
huge part of our club and left a 
lasting impression on everyone 
who played with or coached him. 

“This day was about celebrating 
who he was, bringing together 
two teams that meant so much 
to him, and showing his family 
that he will always be part of the 
Keynsham Hockey Club family. 
We are incredibly grateful to 
Birmingham Medics for the warmth 
and generosity they showed us.”

After the game, players and 
supporters came together to 
enjoy homemade cakes and 
refreshments, sharing memories 
of Daniel while raising funds for 
Birmingham Hospice. 

Through cake sales, a raffle and 
donations, over £1,800 was raised 
on the day. 

To further honour Daniel’s 
legacy, Keynsham Hockey Club 
have retired his club number, 15, 
and presented Birmingham Medics 
with a framed Keynsham shirt to 
be displayed in the University of 
Birmingham Medical School. 

Keynsham Hockey Club would 
like to thank the current and 
alumni members of University of 
Birmingham MedSoc Hockey Club 
for their hospitality and hope this 
trip will become an annual event, 
ensuring Daniel’s memory, spirit 
and love of hockey continue to 
bring people together for years to 
come.

Players’ 
friendly 
rivalry in 
Daniel’s 
memory
Joe Money with Rosa 
Brannen – Daniel’s 
friend, team mate and 
last year’s chair of 
MedSoc Hockey

Right, 
Daniel 
Money, who 
died last 
September
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YOUNGSTERS from Keynsham 
Town Football Club took centre 
stage when the under-7s team 
proudly stepped out as mascots 
for the senior side against Welton 
Rovers at the AJN Stadium.

They had the chance to meet 
members of the first-team squad, 
ask questions and soak up the  
pre-match atmosphere on 
Saturday February 7.

Before kick-off, they lined up 
at the changing-room entrance to 
welcome the senior team onto the 
pitch, waving flags and greeting 
the players.

At half-time, the youngsters 

took to the pitch themselves for 
a six-a-side match, playing two 
five-minute halves in front of the 
crowd, with pop-up goals and 
pitch markers set out especially for 
them.

After cheering on the senior 
side during the second half, the 
day rounded off with food in the 
clubhouse before the final whistle 
at 4.45pm.

Under-7s player Luka said: “It 
was fun and I loved waving the 
flags.”

Team-mate Owen said: “It was 
amazing and I liked meeting the 
players.” 

KEYNSHAM TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

Young mascots fly the flag for the Ks

Our specialists help make a difficult time as
stress-free and straightforward as possible.

Give someone the power to make decisions on
your behalf, no matter what happens.

Will Writing
Meet with a local professional and receive full
guidance and support.

Family & Property Trusts

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Probate Services

Ensure your loved ones receive the maximum
benefit by protecting your estate with trusts.

WE TAKE THE 
DRAMA OUT OF
MAKING A WILL.

Contact us today 
0117 952 0698

elm-online.co.uk
765 Fishponds Road, Bristol, BS16 3BS
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CARPET CLEANING

ABLE 
CLEANING LIMITED

• For the best in carpet cleaning
• Fully Prochem trained 

• All work insured • Based in Keynsham
Always here when you need us

Tel: 07760 320942 
www.ablecleaningltd.com

7 Days - Call for a free quotation

CARPENTRY & JOINERY SERVICES

MyDeskin MyDeskin 
CarpentryCarpentry

Carpentry & joinery services at affordable prices
• Home repairs • Renovations

• Quality Service
• Over 30 years of experience

For enquiries, or to arrange a free quotation, 
contact David on 

07717 36301907717 363019 
Alternatively, you can send an email to 
davidfdeskin@gmail.com

BATHROOMS

Cosmetic Damages • Smart Repairs
Resprays • Paint Correction

Custom Cars & Vans
Light Accident Damage

Alloy Wheel Refurbishment
Classic & Sports Cars • Motorbikes

For Free Estimate: 07795 423996
Unit 8, Durley Lane, Keynsham, BS31 2AJ

CAR BODY REPAIRS

 

We Supply all types 
of window blind.

We offer a free no 
obligation home quote and 

full fitting service
Phone us 

01225 874411

BLINDS & CURTAINS

BATHROOMS

PDay Plumbing Services
Bathroom Refurb Specialists

www.pdayplumbingservices.co.uk
info@pdayplumbingservices.co.uk

07793 746958

Call Peter

- Friendle
- Reliable
- Affordable
- Est 2008

• Bathrooms • Sinks • Radiators 
• Leaks • Showers • Taps • Basins 
• Toilets • Tiling • Ball Valves

APPLIANCE REPAIRS

AGGREGATES

AERIALS

眀眀眀⸀琀栀攀愀攀爀椀愀氀洀愀渀⸀挀漀⸀甀欀 簀 椀渀昀漀䀀琀栀攀愀攀爀椀愀氀洀愀渀⸀挀漀⸀甀欀

倀漀漀爀 刀攀挀攀瀀琀椀漀渀 倀爀漀戀氀攀洀猀 匀漀氀瘀攀搀
伀䄀倀 䐀椀猀挀漀甀渀琀    䐀椀最椀琀愀氀 䄀攀爀椀愀氀猀   匀愀琀攀氀氀椀琀攀猀

䠀甀洀愀砀 刀攀挀漀爀搀攀爀猀    吀嘀 匀愀氀攀猀
吀眀漀 夀攀愀爀 䜀甀愀爀愀渀琀攀攀   䄀搀搀椀琀椀漀渀愀氀 吀嘀 倀漀椀渀琀猀

AERIALS

Call Nick on 07970 529787
Email: theaerialco@yahoo.com

● TV Aerials & Satellites   
● Extra Points  ● Repairs  
● Sky Work Undertaken  
● Telephone Extensions  ● TV Wall Mounting 
● CCTV  ● Data Points & Wi-Fi Extensions  
● TV/DAB/FM Multi Point Systems

The Aerial Co.
Est.2004

ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Local, affordable 
Accountancy Services.

Family Run business, 
offering friendly, personalised 

Accountancy services.

No fixed costs, fees tailored to 
your personal circumstances.

Stoneleigh Accountancy Limited

Stoneleigh Accountancy Limited

Stoneleigh Accountancy Limited

Call Mark on 
0117 3701676 or 0117 9585800



ELECTRICIAN

For an efficient, friendly, reliable, local electrical service...
call Oliver on  07747866436  or  01179602974

www.atomelectrical.co.uk
info@atomelectrical.co.uk

All types of domestic electrical work undertaken,
from changing a light fitting to full rewires.

FREE Quotations

specialist domestic installers
atom electrical

Griffin Electrical

01275 832830   07831 534766
                 NICEIC Approved Contractor 
                 Member of Checkatrade.com

Established 1984

YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

www.griffin-electrical.co.uk
john@griffin-electrical.co.uk

• Rewiring • Minor alterations
• Security Lighting & Alarms 

ELECTRICIAN
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FUNERAL SERVICES GARDEN SERVICES

Good Grounds & Gardens

07923 447362 
info@goodgroundsandgardens.co.uk
www.goodgroundsandgardens.co.uk

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Good Grounds & Gardens 

 

Regular or one-off garden 
maintenance 

 Specialists in wildlife gardening   
& wildlife ponds 

Private & commercial work 

 

 

07923 447362   
info@goodgroundsandgardens.co.uk 

www.goodgroundsandgardens.co.uk 

 

Garden rescue, redesign 
& planting

Orchard restoration and 
tree-pruning

Seasonal maintenance

Specialists in wildlife ponds 
& nature gardens

ELECTRICIAN

mail@arjelectrical.co.uk

• Sockets/Lights
• Heating Controls • Showers 
• Full Rewires • EV Charging
• Inspection & Testing • PAT Testing

www.ElderwoodElectrical.com
Office - 0117 9322379
Mobile - 07725 058581

Free Quotes
Inspection and Testing
Landlord Certificates
New builds and Extensions
Extra Sockets and Lights
Fire Alarms, Smoke Detectors

ELECTRICIAN

GARDEN SERVICES

GARDEN SERVICES

Keynsham 
Tree Removal 

& Stump Grinding
• Tree felling • Stump grinding • Fencing

• All tree & hedge work undertaken 
• Fencing • Waste removal • Garden dig outs 

• Mini Digger & Operator • Micro Digger 
& dumper (tight access no problem)

• Good rates & reliable service 
Tel: 0117 9861652

Mobile: 07747 131431

All 

areas 

co
ve

red

DRIVEWAYS

JT Paving
DRIVEWAYS AND PAVING

www.jtpaving.co.uk
jont271@hotmail.co.uk

07770303827

Registered BANES contractor for dropped kerbs
Locally based over 25 years experience

Over 90 reviews on yell.com

DRIVEWAYS

 Tarmac & Block Paving
• A wide range of colours & patterns

• Local Keynsham family run 
business for 50 years

• All work guaranteed • Free estimates

AGL DRIVEWAYS

Tel: 0117 9860485 
or 07831 453821
www.agldrives.co.uk

Tel: 01225 873587
or 07831 453821

• A wide range of colours & patterns
• Local Saltford family run business 

for 70 years
• All work guaranteed • Free estimates
• Pressure washing Driveways & Patios

Tarmac, Resin & Block Paving

GARDEN SERVICES
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PAINTING AND DECORATING

Quality work with a reliable service. 
Locally based, great reviews.

Get in touch for a FREE quote.

Tel: 07450 916 167
 paul@pmwellsdecorating.com

www.pmwellsdecorating.com

Painting & Decorating

KITCHEN SPECIALISTS

Reliable, Local Carpenter & Kitchen Fitter 
30 years experience 

City & Guilds approved
• Kitchen & Worktops • Doors 

• Skirting • Handrails & Spindles 
• Wood & Laminate Flooring • Decking 

All types of Carpentry 

Call: Colin 07977 997557
Email: colinrb22@gmail.com

       CBCarpentry

CBCarpentry

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Builder & Interior Decorator

Dacrisco Builder
E: dacriscobuilder3@gmail.com
T: 0117 401 8568 / 07557 335 956

Classic & Natural stone tiles
Specialising in Italian showers
Contemporary & Provençale kitchens
Interior & Exterior Masonry
Interior & façade painting

High Quality Finish
Free Quote

Bristol & Surrounding Areas

Tiler • Mason • Painter

17 Years ExperienceInterior & Exterior Masonry    Tiling
Interior & Facade Painting

No Job Too Small     Free Quote
17 Years Experience

Renovation   Painter   Tiler   Decorator 

T: 0117 382 7716 / 07557 335 956
E: dacriscobuilder9@gmail.com

PAINTING AND DECORATING

SJM DECORATING
Professional Decorating

Local Qualified tradesmen
Internal & External Decorating
Fast, reliable & friendly service

Fully insured 
Free Quotations

Call Scott 07515 523 623
0117 3824411

www.sjmdecorating.freeindex.co.uk

KITCHEN SPECIALISTS

PLUMBING SERVICES

    Cherry Plumbing 
& Heating Services

 Over 20 yrs experience

Boiler Breakdown
Service & Installation

Engineer
All makes and models worked on

Call Darren on 
07787 956651

EST 2004

HOME MAINTENANCE

• Bathroom & Kitchen Installation
• Plumbing  • Wall & Floor Tiling

• Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating
• Guttering & Fascias  • Plastering
• Patios, Paving & Timber Decking

• Fencing & Walls  • Total Refurbishments
NO JOB TOO SMALL - CONTACT US FOR 

A FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

HOME & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

tel: 07974 222656
email: williamtlc@hotmail.co.uk

HOUSE & RUBBISH

PAINTING AND DECORATING

STUART DANIELS
Painter & Decorator

Est 1982 
City & Guilds Qualified - Local Decorator

Internal & External Decorating
Wallpapering

Fully Insured - No VAT

 07738 549581
Email: sharyn.daniels@btinternet.com

PLASTERING SERVICES

      finefinish1983

GARDEN SERVICES

Visit us: www.junkmonsters.co.uk
Email us: info@junkmonsters.co.uk

Call us: 07592 506 003

HOUSE CLEARANCE
GARAGE CLEARANCE
GARDEN CLEARANCE

GENERAL RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House clearance & waste management services

MINIMUM COLLECTION FROM £59 INC VAT - FREE QUOTATIONS
 FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

GARDEN SERVICES

07956 548756 
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

harveyswgs@outlook.com any time to book

We load and clear unwanted waste ... 
cheap and fast. House clearances to 

single items. Garages & sheds cleared.
PLUS

Tree trimming, fencing, hedge and grass cutting

Harvey’s Waste &  
Garden Services

07956 548756 
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

harveyswgs@outlook.com any time to book

PLUS
Tree trimming, fencing, hedge and grass cutting
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PLUMBING SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

* TAPS, WASHERS
* BALL VALVES
* LEAKS, WASTES
* OVERFLOWS, DRIPS
* LEAD PIPES
* TOILETS, FLUSHES

ROOFING SERVICES

ROOFING SERVICES

Tom’s Roofing & Property Maintenance

All ASPECTS OF ROOFING 
• REFELT & BATTENS • REROOFS

• ROOF REPAIRS • FLAT ROOFING
• CHIMNEY REPAIRS• LEAD WORK

• FASCIA SOFFITS • GUTTERS
24 hours emergency callout

Call now for a free quote

Tel: 0117 9861652
Mob: 07747 131431

tomsroofingandmaintenance@yahoo.com

Do It Right
Roofing Contractors
Tile & Flat Roofing Specialists
Repairs & New Roofs  
Chimney Stacks (pointing & rendering)
Guttering & Fascias
Competitive rates - Locally Based
Contact Alan Perry on

07821 557773 Est 20 years

PLUMBING SERVICES

WASTE DISPOSAL

Mosaic, Travertine, Porceline & 
Ceramic Specialists

Andy on 
07468 791619

Email: arhys-jones@sky.com
A Keynsham business

      www.tilingheaven.co.uk

Bathroom, 
Kitchen & 
Floor Tiling

TILING SERVICES

SATELLITE INSTALLATION

webbsystinfo@virginmedia.com

http://webb-systems.co.uk

WEBB SYSTEMSWEBB SYSTEMS TV/FM/DAB & 
Satellite Systems 
supplied and 
installed 
CCTV and data 
points 
TV wall mounting 
Wi-fi repeater  
installations
Solar Panel Bird 
Mesh installation

Domestic & 
Commercial clients 
welcome

FREE QUOTATIONS - 
SAME DAY CALLOUT

Telephone:

0117 9075691

BISMARK 
PLUMBING

Call Richard
07810 443235

Keynsham based
No VAT

Over 30 years experience
All general plumbing
NO JOB TOO SMALL

TREE SERVICES

Fully qualified & insured tree surgeon
All aspects of tree surgery

Contact James: 
07837629316

jhstreeservices@outlook.com

ROOFING SERVICES

FU
LL
Y I
NS
UR
ED
 & 

GU
AR
AN
TE
ED

All Aspects of Roofing ServicesAll Aspects of Roofing Services
• • General Roof RepairsGeneral Roof Repairs
• Leadwork • Leadwork • • Re-Felt & BattenRe-Felt & Batten
• • Flat Roofs Flat Roofs • • Chimney RepairsChimney Repairs
• • Gutters, Fascias & SoffitsGutters, Fascias & Soffits
E: tilesandsmiles 100@hotmail.comE: tilesandsmiles 100@hotmail.com

T: 01225 683711T: 01225 683711
M: 07803 474846M: 07803 474846



ST. ALDAMS
FARM NURSERY

EST. 1973

BUY DIRECT 
FROM THE 
GROWER

THE BEST PLANTS AT 
THE BEST PRICES

Polyanthus

Pansy Baskets

15 PLANTS Perennials

Large selection of Cerami
c Pots

Growmore Multi Purpose 
Compost

FROM Primroses 15 PLANTS £5.00

£7.50 or £20 for 3

£8.00£5.00

£5.00

OPEN 7 DAYS - Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm Sun 9am to 4pm

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
FOR SPECIAL OFFERS

www.staldamsnursery.co.uk

What do we supply?
•  Extensive range of bedding 
plants
•  Large selection of ceramic 
pots and gifts
•  Hanging baskets and plastic 
containers
•  Huge selection of perennials
•  Range of composts

WESTERLEIGH ROAD, PUCKLECHURCH, BRISTOL BS16 9PY

Look forward to your visit.  
Come and find us on The Westerleigh 

Road between Pucklechurch village and 
the Westerleigh Crematorium


